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ATF forms committees 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab Thought Forum (ATF) Friday formed an 
18-omber tnfbrnmttoa rommtttw entrusted with following up on ATF 
activities, promoting the feren'i objectives and worl tfa g oot formulas of 
coop erati on with other youth orgsabafloos. The fadtomudioa committee 
r m nprlws: SMhadeh Aba Al Baker, Sqja M 41 B, Hnsam Ayesh, Sa’d 
Tweiheen, NAB Abo Obdd, Saqar Abo Shtal, Omar Al Omari, Souks 
Khonri, Tamara Shakri, Wafha Akafleh, Abeer HQaad, AtaHah Al Hnndti, 
Nqfmuddhi Al TawaJbc, Mohammad Tarawneb, Mawlood Roqefbat, 
Amer Smadl. Mahmoud Al Bashir and Rana Al Fahoom. It was agreed 
d arin g Friday’s ■«****«£, which was chaired by Abdirthdi Kanaan, 
representative of Rh Royal Highness Crown Prince Haswan, Chairman of 
the ATF board, that membership of this committee will be open to other 
ATF members . In IrbM, chaired another meeting Thursday, 

(tawing which a decision eras taken to form a pr ep a r a tory c o mmi t tee which 
wffl be c ha rg ed with receiving ATF membership applications from IrMd 
g o vemorate r rrid c ats and setting up new brandies in the govenorate. The 
committee wffl ftmetton from Yanaonk University premises antB a new 
premis e s is provided. 
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Kurdish rebels claim 
attacks on Iranians 


Parliament lauds 
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BAGHDAD (AP) — An Iraqi- 
based Iranian-Knrdish opposition 
group claimed Friday that al least 
15 Iranian troops were killed by 
its guerrillas inside Iran in the 
past week. Gbafour Hamzai, a 
spokesman for the Kurdish 
Deraocratic Party of Iran, said at 
least 15 Iranian soldiers were 
killed in a dash June 21 Dear 
Kourgh Saqar, an Iranian town in 
the Kurdish mountains of Iran 
near the Iraqi border. He added 
that in another dash near the 
town of Sardasht on June 26 
Kurdish guerrillas killed “sever- 
al" banian troops, inducting their 
commander Ali Pour Kawiasi, 
and took five other soldiers pris- 
oner. 


EC declaration. 


calls for action 


U.N. chief to meet 
Velayati, Aziz 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
U:N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar will visit Geneva 
next week and bold talks with 
Iranian and Iraqi foreign minis- 
ters, U.N. officials announced. 
Francois Giuliani, the seerctary- 
Geue raj’s spokesman, said the 
U.N, chief would leave over die 
weekend for Geneva where he 
would meet Monday night with 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati and Tuesday with 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz. The talks are aimed at 
finding ways to get die stalemated 
Iran-Iraq peace talk* moving, 
achieve a permanent ceasefire, 
prisoner exchange and troop 
withdrawal. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The foreign 
affairs committees of the Lower 
and Upper Houses of Parliament 
Friday welcomed a declaration by 
the European Community (EC) 
condemning Israeli policies and 

I offering increased aid to the 
Palestinians living in the occupied 
territories. 

“The foreign affairs commit- 
tees of the Upper and Lower 
Houses warmly welcome the EC 
statement on the situation in the 
occupied Arab territories and see 
it as the first-ever firm, clear and 
brave stand of the EC in the face 
of Israeli practices against the 
Palestinian people and the first 
objective move (of the EC) im- 
proving its 1980 Venice Declara- 
tion,” a joint communique issued 
by parliament said. 

The communique described the 
EC decision to increase aid to the 
Palestinians as an “example to be 
followed by other countries.” 
The communique said: 

'The EC statement came at a 
time when the United States con- 
tinned to insist on allowing Israel 
to endanger the Middle East re- 
gion's security and stability and 
continues to encourage and sup- 
port Israel’s endeavours and 


plans while suspending its dia- 
logue with the Palestinie Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO), the sole 
legitimate, representative of the 
Palestinian people. This is consi- 
' dered totally biased in favour of 
the Shamir government and an 
open backing for its declared 
terrorist policies. 

“The foreign affairs commit- 
tees welcome the EC decision to 
appoint a representative in the 
Israeli-occupied Arab territories 
and to increase its humanitarian 
and financial aid to the popula- 
tion of the Arab territories. We 
hope that this move will soon be 
implemented and serve as a mod- 
el to the other nations and orga- 
nisations as well as an incentive to 
the U.N. Security Council to 
insist on dispatching representa- 
tives to the occupied Arab lands 
despite the American veto. We 
hope that the United States will 
take lesson from the courageous 
EC stand and follow suit. 

'‘The future is for the Arab 
Nation, which through its geog- 
raphic. demographic and natural 
wealth and vast potentials, will 
know how to deal with its friends 
and enemies in the future. 

“The significance of this Euro- 


(Coa tinned on page 5) 


Gunmen assassinate 


Bush vows to bring about 


SS™ , ! U< SL, Israeli-Palestinian talks 


SRINAGAR (R) - — Kashmiri 
militants on Friday shot dead the 
highest-ranking judge in Srina- 
gar, summer capital of India’s 
Jammu and Kashmir state, police 
said. Witnesses told Reuters they 
beard gunshots and then saw two 
armed men racing out of the 
house of' Abdul Aziz Khan. 
Police said the judge, hit in his 
back and abdomen, was rushed to 
. a hospital where he died. They 
blamed militants fi ghting In dian 
rule in Kashmir for the murder. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush vowed Friday 
to make negotiations between 
Israel and Palestinians happen, 
saying they were vital to break an 
unacc e p t able deadlocak in Mid- 
dle East peace efforts. 

Declining to comment in detail 
on a letter from Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, which 
arrived in Washington Thursday, 
Bush told a White news confer- 


Son of ex-Libyan 
premier killed 


ROME (AP) — Libya’s ambassa- 
dor to Italy Friday ruled out any 
political-motive to the killing of a 
son of former Libyan Prime 
Minister Mohammad Otman 
Assed. Ambassador Abdul Rah- 
man Shalgam confirmed that 
Abdul Salam Otman Assed, 40, 
was shot to death June 20 in 
Tajura, a suburb of Tripoli. His 
father served as prime minister 
under King Idris I from 1960 to 
1963. He went into exile with his 
family in Morocco in 1969 after 
the king was overthrown in a 
coup led by:Muammar Qadhafi. 
The son had been working for an 
ml company in Libya for the past 
two years. The ambassador, 
speaking to the Associated Press, 
raid Abdul- Salam Assed was 
apparently killed over financial 
dealings and that there was no 
political connection. He said 
Assed was carrying the equiva- 
lent of 5130,000 in Libyan dinars, 
which were taken from him. 


,ence: 

“There has got to be discussion 
with Palestinians. That has to 
happen and we will push and find 
ways to make it happen if we can. 
We’re halfway across the world. 
But we are not going to give up 
on that kind of solution to this 
problem." r 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker worked for a year to get 
talks going between Israel and 
Palestinians from the occupied 
territories on elections in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Shamir's previous coalition 
with the Labour Party collapsed 
last March when the hardline 
Israeli leader baulked at some of 
Baker’s proposals. His new gov- 
ernment is the most right-wing 
Israel has ever had. 

But officials said Shamir’s 
letter to Bush did not specifically 
rule out key parts of the Baker 
plan. " which envisaged Palesti- 
nians from Arab Jerusalem and 
<me or two expelled by Israel 
from die occupied territories in 
the delegation. 

“We’ll be analysing the Shamir 
letter very, very carefully and 
hopefully we will then go back 


and find some material in the 
response that permits us to get 
these talks going again. It is 
essential. The status quo is un- 
acceptable to everybody," Bush 
said. 

“But if we get totally stiff- 
armed on the Baker approach or 
what was the Shamir plan... then 
we get back to the drawing board 
because we're not going to sit 
here and do nothing.” 

Bush is known to have a poor 
relationship with Shamir and is 
still unhappy with Israel’s posi- 
tion on Soviet Jewish immigrants 
being settled in the occupied 
territories. A senior U.S. official 
said Thursday the United States 
was still not ready to give Israel 
loan guarantees worth $400 
million to build bousing for the 
newcomers. 

In recent weeks, relations be- 
tween die two countries have 
taken on a shrill tone with Baker 
challe nging the Israelis to call die 
White House if they were serious 
about peace. 

The senior official said 
Washington would try to find out 
quickly whether there were 
grounds for further negotiations 
with Israel but would not get 
involved in another long series of 
diplomatic exchanges. 

“This is not Talmud class,” he 
said, referring to the lengthy and 
complicated discussions that take 
place over the collected writings 
constituting Jewish civil and reli- 
gious law. 

Meanwhile, diplomatic sources 
said the possibility was being 
discussed of Baker bolding his 


Bhuttocautlous on 
talks with India 


Soviet party meeting to go ahead 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
has said no miracles should be 
expected from talks with India 
scheduled for next month to de- 
fuse military tension over a Mus- 
lim revolt in Kashmir. The two 
countries announced Thursday 
that their foreign ministers would 
meet m Islamabad on July 18 and 
19. - Both governments moved 
troops closer to their common 
border in.;ApriI after .India ac- 
cused Pakistan of a rming and 
training militants, fighting for 
secessum of Jammu and Kashmir 
state from ;Iodia. “We would not 
expect ar^ narades from this first 
- Bhutto told reporters 
m Pakistan’s Balu chistan pro- 
v mre. , ‘WeVshotik3 approach it 
pmtwud^: Two of. the three 
wars betWE^n^ItKga and Pakistan 
sace^they gahred .independence 
from Bxitiunyhi 1947 have been 
tmigbr over i Kashmir , of which 
™ Pakistan’s con- 

™ fog fliirds under Indian 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Communist Party has decided to 
go ahead with a scheduled con- 
gress starting Monday, set tin g the 
stage for a titanic dash between 
hardliners and reformers. 

A plenary session of the party’s 
policy-making Central Commit- 
tee voted Friday to hold the 28th 
congress as planned, overriding a 
bid by liberals to postpone the 
session. 

They had wanted the congress 
delayed because they feared it 
would be hijacked by conserva- 
tives opposed to sweeping re- 
forms of the party structure. 

Party official Rudolf Yanovsky 
told Reuters as be left the Krem- 
lin session that the congress 
would start Monday as planned, 
and would last about 10 days. 

- Yanovsky, a member of the 
party’s central auditing commis- 
sion , said president and party 
chief Mikhail Gorbachev addres-. 
sed the gathering but he gave no 
deta ils of what was said. 

The three- and-a-balf-hour ses- 
sion also unanimously approved 


new rules covering organisational 
changes to the structure of the 
party’s leadership, Yanovsky 
said. . 

The independent news service 
Interfax described the plenum as 
“calm” . 

Criticism of Gorbachev’s per- 
formance as Soviet party chief at 
a founding congress of the Rus- 
sian Communist Party last week 
has raised the prospect of con- 
servatives presenting a rival 
candidate for his party post. 

At the last congress in 1986, 
.Gorbachev gave impetus to his 
programme of “perestroika" or 
restnicturing- 

Next week’s gathering has been 
called at a time when party au- 
thority in the Soviet Union, un- 
challenged for six decades, is at 
its lowest ebb. 

It has relinquished its exclusive 
right to a leading role in Soviet 
society and thousands of disen- 
chanted citizens are turning in 
their party cards. The collapse of 
once iron-dad party discipline 
has also left many republican 


parties in an uproar. 

Some radicals, including the 
Democratic Platform group, have 
said that if the congress goes 
ahead and no major reforms take 
place they will break away and 
form a separate party: 

Soviet ideology chief Vadim 
Medvedev said Wednesday that 
the prevailing view among lead- 
ers in the constituent republics 
and regions was that the congress 
should go ahead as planned. 

Russian Federation President 
Boris Yeltsin, a radical critic of 
Gorbachev, predicted earlier that 
the plenary session would tom into 
a “real battle" beween conserva- 
tive hardliners and radicals. 

Leading radical Vladimir 
Lysenko told the newspaper 
Rabochaya Tribuna that if the 
congress took a similar line to the 
conservative tone of last week’s 
founding meeting of the Russian 
Communist -Party “then the 

majority of ^democratically in- 
clined intellectuals and progres- 
sive workers will leave the Soviet 
Communist Party.” 
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Israelis deny entry to wives 
of Palestinians despite pledge 


pean stand lies in the fact that it 
conies at a time when an extrem- 
ist government is in power in 
Israel which rejects all peace in- 
itiatives, even those coming from 
its closest allies. This government 
also openly declares its intention 
of creating a ‘greater Israel’ and 
settle Soviet Jewish immigrants in 
all the Arab territories occupied 
since 1967.” 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Marwan Al 
Qasem has welcomed the EC 
statement and said it was the 
continuation for the European, 
stand on the situation in the 
Middle East. 

Qasem said the European 
stand differed from the U.S. 
stand since the EC summit of 
Venice in 1980 and pointed out 
that the latest statement had 
asked for international protection 
for citizens living under Israeli 
occupation, condemned settle- 
ment in the occupied territories 
and Israel’s violations of human 
rights. 

Qasem expressed hope that the 
U.S. would revise its position 
towards suspending dialogue with 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Four Palestinians 
accused Israel Friday of prevent- 
ing their wives from entering the 
West Bank despite a promise that 
the families of residents would be 
allowed an indefinite stay. 

Jamil Barghouthi from the 
West Bank village of Beit Rima, 
raid Israeli officers at the King 
Hussein bridge turned his wife 
back as she tried to cross 
Wednesday. 

“They held her at the bridge 
for six hours and then one officer 
ripped off her entry permit and 
told her she was not welcome." 
Barghouthi told the Arab Jeru- 
salem Al Fajr daily. 

Military authorities on June 6 
said they would reverse long- 
standing policy and allow non- 
resident wives of West Bank resi- 
dents to stay in the area inde- 
finitely. 

The statement followed an 
appeal by IS residents to the 
Israeli high court for visas to let 
their wives and children into the 


area. 

An Israeli official said he knew 
nothing about the four families 
but said entry restrictions on 
wives and children of West Bank 
residents had been eased. 


Iraq 

restates 


first meeting with Israel’s new 
foreign minister, David Levy, 
during one of his trips to Europe. 

At least one Israeli official-said 
Shamir, in his letter to Bush', had 
rejected key elements of the U.S. 
plan but Friday the premier's 
spokesman Avi Pazner denied 
the report, published by Reuters, 
Israel Radio and the country's 
biggest-selling newspapers. 

The official had quoted Shamir 
as telling Bush: 

“As you know Mr. President, 
we are opposed to the participa- 
tion of deportees in the Palesti- 
nian delegation and also the par- 
ticipation of the East Jerusalem 
Arabs." 

The prime minister told jour- 
nalists the report was the “inter- 
pretation of people who know 
something of the letter’s con- 
tents." But Pazner denied them 
completely. 

“This story is erroneous and 
does not reflect the content and 
spirit of the message sent by Mr. 
Shamir and the quote of the letter 
is completely incorrect.” he told 
Reuters. 

He would nor reveal what the 
letter did ray. “It wouldn’t be fair 
to make public a private confi- 
dence from Mr. Shamir to Presi- 
dent Bush,” he said. 

Foreign Minister Levy Tuesday 
restated government policy. 

‘“Yes’ to Baker on the peace 
initiative, ‘no’ to Baker on the 
question of deportees who are 
picked by the PLO... Israel will 
also not agreed to the participa- 
tion of Arabs from Jerusalem,” 
he said. 


nuclear 


denial 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
said in an interview Thursday 
night that his country did not 
have nuclear weapons but he 
declined to say whether Iraqi 
scientists were working on 
nuclear-weapons technology. 

Speaking through an interpre- 
ter. Hussein told an interviewer 
on the U.S. ABC television net- 
work: “I say to you dearly now 
that Iraq is not in possession of 
nuclear weapons." 

Asked if he was in search of 
nuclear technology, Hussein re- 
plied, “I shall not answer that." 

“Bat I ray also dearly that it is 
the right of every nation and 
every people to defend itself,” he 
said. 

Hussein again said he would hit 
Israel with chemical weapons if it 
were to attack Iraq. 

Responding to criticism of 
alleged human-rights abuses, 
Hussein said the Kurds killed by 
Iraq had been collaborating with 
Iran in its war with Iraq. He 
condemned torture as “an inhu- 


man act." 

In another interview, Hussein 
said his country is prepared for a 
war he views as “inevitable” un- 
less Israel Sops its aggressive poli- 
cies. 

The Wall Street journal quoted 
Hussein as saying other countries 
are mistaken if they believe Iraq 
is too tired from eight years of 
fighting with Iran to “indulge in a 
new war.” 

“Their assessment is totally 
wrong," he said. “We shall re- 
spond to an Israeli attack 
whenever it comes and where- 


Hussetn called Israel an “evil 
entity" and said the United States 
was indifferent to Mideast con- 
cerns, but he repeatedly said Iraq 
would strike only if Israel strikes 
first. 

If war happens, be promised it 
would not end quickly and “the 
outcome will not be one Israel 
desires. 

“Iraq is in possession of binary 
chemical weapons. Our scientists 
and military men calculate this is 
sufficient enough to deter an 
Israeli nuclear attack." he said. 


Furnace stopped 

* The federal government stop- 
ped a New Jersey company from 


shipping to Iraq a special furnace 
that processes titanium, a metal 
♦hat has military applications, 
officials said Thursday. 

The State Department asked 
the U-$. Customs Service to 
check the crated furnace, the 
Philadelphia Inquirer reported. 


He said he would check the 
report and a story in the Israeli 
weekly Kol Hair that three other 
West Bank residents were re- 
fused permits to bring their wives 
from the East Bank. 

Barghouthi said the military 
authorities bad informed him on 
June 18 that his wife's visa was 
issued by mistake and that she 
could not enter the area. 

He said be contacted parlia- 
mentarians and human rights 
groups to pressure authorities to 
allow his family to join (urn. 

Military authorities last year 
expelled 100 women married in 
the West Bank and 150 children 
for overstaying their visas. 

The families said they were 
forced to stay without permits 
after occupation authorities re- 
jected their requests for family 
reunification. 

In the northern West Bank town of 
Jenin, soldiers entered dotting stoics 
Friday and confiscated T-shirts with 
“Black Sturdy” emblazoned on the 
front, Palestinian sources said. 

The shirts brae mock bullet wounds, 
each representing one of the victims 
of the Risbon Lezion murders. 

A delegation of 14 Israeli- Arab 
members of parliament and mayors of 
Israeli- Arab towns visited the Gaza 
Strip Friday, Palestinian sources said. 


It was the largest such delegation to 
die region since the outbreak of the 
uprising, they said. 

“All the... Palestinian leaders from 
inside the green line and the Palesti- 
nian leaders in Gaza are working as 
one body to establish the Palestinian 
independent state,” Ibrahim Nimer 
Hussein, bead of the Association of 
Israeli- Arab Municipalities, told an 
audience in Gaza City. 

Israeli Defence Minister Moshe 
Arens will release a few hundred 
Palestinian detainees, a ministry 
spokesman said Friday. 

In the West Bank city of Nablus 
soldiers sprayed obscene slogans in 
Arabic on a mosque door after find- 
ing a spray-paint cache used by activ- 
ists, residents said Thursday. 

The slogans were derogatory to 
Islam and God, the Jerusalem Post 
newspaper reported. 

The army said it was checking 
reports of the incident. 

Armed Israeli soldiers forced their 
way into the operating room of a 
Nablus hospital Thursday looking for 
a Palestinian youth wounded during 
dashes, Israeli radio said Friday. 

Ayman Killab, 14, suffering from a 
gunshot wound to the leg, was in the 
operating room, Al Ittihad hospital 
officials told Reuters. They said sol- 
diers pushed and cursed operating 
room personnel and wanted to arrest 
KQIab directly after surgery. 

Killab’s arrest was delayed only 
because of the presence of Red Cross 


and U.N. relief workers, hospital 
officials said. 

Following a military investigation, 
a soldier was sentenced to 14 days in 
prison for throwing a bottle of urine 
at a Gaza lawyer. Fauna Al Najar. 
militar y sources said Friday. 

The lawyer bad gone to an Israeli 
military base to ask for the release of 
her seven-year-old son who had been 
arrested for throwing stones. The 
source said a guard threw “an uniden- 
tified liquid” on the woman when she 
refused to leave the base. 


Israel will pay $20,000 to each of 
the families of seven Palestinians 
from the occupied territories killed 
last month by an Israeli impersonat- 
ing a soldier, a defence ministry 
spokesman said Friday. 

The spokesman stressed that Israel 
was not obligated to make the pay- 
ments by law, but was compensating 
the famili es because of the “unique 
arcumstances” of the killings. 

“It is the first time that Israel has 
paid money to Arab residents injured 
by Israeli terrorist acts," Israel’s daily 
Haaretz newspaper wrote Friday. 

The gunman shot down the Palesti- 
nians May 20 while they waited for 
work as day labourers on a street in 
the town of Rishon Lezio, near Tel 
Aviv. 

Eighteen Palestinians were lulled 
and more than 900 were wounded in 
subsequent clashes between soldiers 
a mi Palestinians 


Saud, Ibrahimi in Syria Unrest 


on Lebanon-peace mission continues 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Saudi Arabian Foreign Minister 
Prince Sand Al Faisal, arrived 
Friday for talks with Damascus 
leaders on developments in Leba- 
non. 

The visist comes two days after 
Lebanese President Elias Hrawi 
toured oil-rich Gulf states seeking 
financial assistance to reconstruct 
his war-ravaged country. 

Saud, accompanied by Arab 
League undersecretary I-akhdar 
Ibrahimi, was greeted at Damas- 
cus international airport by Fore- 
ign Minister Farouk Al Sharaa. 
Saud and Ibrahimi are members 
of an Arab League committee on 
Lebanon. 

“The two envoys will brief the 
Syrians on the results of the 
troika talks in Rome and Paris 
concerning finding a solution to 


Michel Aoim’s rebellion against 
•he legitimate authority of Presi- 
dent Hrawi," said one Arab di- 
plomat. 

The diplomat said Saud and 
Ibrahimi will also discuss with the 
Syrians “the issue of creating an 
international fund for reconstruc- 
tion in Lebanon.” 

The Arab League committee 
recently appealed for world con- 
tributions to a S2rbillion fund to 
help reconstruct Lebanon . 

Some Arab governments said 
they will not contribute to the fund 
until they are sure it can be 
invested in a stable Lebanon. 

Renegade General Aonn has 
repeatedly denounced a 
committee-backed peace accord 
for Lebanon readied by Muslim 
and Christian Legislators in Taif, 
Saudi Arabia, in October 1989. 


in Zambia 


De Maiziere predicts 


unification this year 


WEST BERLIN (Agencies) — 
East Germany’s prime minister 
predicted in a published interview 
Friday that full unification would 
be achieved by the end of the year, 
giving the same timetable as West 
German officials. 

Lothar de Maiziere, the coun- 
try’s first democratically elected 
leader, also added that a “com- 
promise" must be found to eli- 
minate Soviet objections to 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) membership for a 
unifi ed Germany. 

In Bonn, the West German 
government announced agree- 
ment with the Kremlin on financ- 
ing the costs of the 380,000 Soviet 
troops stationed in East Ger- 
many. 

The Finance Ministry said the 
East German government will 
hand over 1.25 billion West Ger- 
man Marks ($780 million) for die 
last six months of this year, and 
receive in return 255 million 
“transfer rubles.” 

Some of the West German 
marks will come from a fond set 
np by the Bonn government to 
finance the unification process. 

A finance ministry spokesman 
said the transfer rubles allow for 
the purchase of Soviet goods, 
especially oil and natural gas. 

The spokesman in Bonn, who 
requested anonymity, said the 
value of Soviet goods could reach 
nearly the amount of hard cash 
paid by the East Germans. 

By comparison, the Soviets re- 
ceived 1.4 billion East German 
marks for the first half of this 
year. At the official exchange rate 
into hard currency, that was far 
less than the new snm. 

However, officials caution that 
precise comparisons are difficult 
due to the complicated exchange 
procedures in the Soviet bloc. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl will 
visit Moscow next month totiy to 


persuade Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev to remove a 
major obstacle to German uni- 
fication — his objection to its 
membership of NATO. 

Government spokesman Die- 
ter Vogel announced Friday that 
Kohl will visit Moscow on Jnly 15 
and 16 with Foreign Minister 
Hans-dietrich Genscher and Fi- 
nance Minister Theo Waigel. 

Wai gel’s inclusion indicated 
that Bonn may offer Gorbachev 
generous aid for the beleaguered 
Soviet economy in return for 
agreement to let the new Ger- 
many join the Western military 
alliance. 

“The chancellor will not be 
going empty-banded," Vogel told 
a news conference. 


Honeker under 
murder probe 


Meanwhile, the top East Ger- 
man prosecutor has opened a 
murder probe of former Com- 
munist leader Erich Honecker 
stemming from the deaths of peo- 
ple who tried to flee the country, 
the state news agency said Friday. 

Acting Chief Prosecutor Guen- 
tcr Seidel also is investigating 
soldiers suspected of having kil- 
led would-be escapees, according 
to the news agency ADN. 

More than 200 East Germans 
were shot to death or killed by 
land mines as they tried to escape 
from East Germany and East Ber- 
lin under communist rule. 

Bringing those responsible to 
justice has been one of the most 
bitterly debated issues in East 
Germany today. 

The 77-year-old Honecker, 
whose hardline role was toppled 
in a peaceful revolt in October, 
already, is .the target of other 
criminal probes, including a West 
German investigation for alleged- 
ly harbouring West German ter- 
rorists. 


LUSAKA (AP) — Troops and 
pa ramilitar y police shut down the 
country’s leading university after 
a predawn assault Friday in which 
they beat many students and 
ordered thousands to pack their 
bags. 

Witnesses said shots were fired 
and one student was killed, bat 
the report could not be im- 
mediately confirmed. 

At least 27 students accused of 
inciting unrest were dragged from 
their rooms, beaten and taken 
into custody, the students said. 

Students said three of those 
detained were known to have 
shouted anti-government slogans 
at a protest Thursday to demand 
tire resignation of President Ken- 
neth Kaunda. 

Student-led protests against 
cuts in food price subsidies flared 
earlier in the week into nation- 
wide rioting against Kaunda’s 
one-party socialist government. 
At least 23 people died and hun- 
dreds were wounded. 

A senior police official, speak- 
.ing on condition of anonymity, 
said Friday that the main campus 
■of the University of Zambia bad 
been dosed indefinitely. 

One witness, who identified 
himself only as Adam, said secur- 
ity forces stormed the campus in 
suburban Lusaka at about 3 a.m. 
(0100 GMT). 

He said students had barri- 
caded themselves in their rooms, 
and troops broke down doors and 
attacked those who defied orders 
to vacate. Shots were fired and 
many students fled bleeding from 
their rooms, he added. 

Thousands of students were 
herded with their belongings onto 
the main lawn of the campus, 
where they were surrounded by 
police and troops in full combat 
gear, witnesses said. Groups of 
students were later taken at gun- 
point to bus stops, and hundreds 
of others were allowed to leave 
the campus. 

Elsewhere in I ^isaka, capital of 
this south-central African nation, 
residents returned to work and 
schools reopened Friday. 

The unrest began after the gov- 
ernment cut subsidies for corn 
meal, 'doubling the price. Corn 
meal is a staple in the diet erf 
Zambians. 

Hie increase in the price of 
corn meal was announced as part 
of an economic reform program- 
me aimed at reducing govern- 
ment subsidies and making the 
economy of 21am bia, one of Afri- 
ca's poorest nations, more com- 
mercially viable. 

The programme was recom- 
mended by financial agencies and 
donor nations. Kannda said the 
economic reform progr amm e 
-would continue despite the un- 
rest. 
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Rafsanjani praises foreign aid 


TEHRAN (AP) — President Hashemi Rafcanjani 
said Friday that Iran should be thankful for foreign; 
aid for earthquake victims, even in limited quanti- 
ties, and admonished engineers to bufid better struc-| 
tores to be ready for the next one. 


Speaking at the weekly mass' 
. prayers at Tehran University, 
ri-,, Rafsanjani rebuked an editorial 
r-’last week in the newspaper 
- Jomhuri Islami that said people 
buried under earthquake rubble 
. w ‘ would still chant “death to Amer- 
ica” and refuse aid from Iran's 


-enemies. 

“I don't think we see the peo- 
: : .pie who are under the debris 
■■ saying, 'no we don't want foreign 
t^-aid,’’' the president said, without 
referring specifically to the news- 
' ; paper. “The response and activi- 
ties of the foreigners were really 
'good and acceptable.” 

1’. The official Islamic Republic 
. News Agency (IRNA) said three 
■‘.■•aftershocks were felt Thursday 
j - night, with one measuring 5 on 
the Richter Scale rolling through 
*‘the capital. 

The Iranian Red Crescent has 
put the casualties at 40,000 dead 
1 and 60,000 injured from the June 
21 quake, which measured from 
•■■ 7.3 to 7.7 on the Richter Scale. 

- Rafsanjani noted that the 
amount of aid from foreign 
* sources, about 2,000 tonnes, was 
' for less than what came from 
‘■“inside Iran. 

“We can't claim to demand 
" much,” he said. “We should be 
..-.thankful to those foreigners.” 

He said the aid from abroad. 
r ‘ “proved that Iran had a successful 
-"-foreign policy, and gave special 
_ mention to aid from neighbouring 
' 'Soviet Azerbaijan, which has 
strong ethnic links to Iran. 

The aid — especially shipments 
from the United States, Saudi 
^‘ Arabia and Iraq — sharpened a 
- longstanding internal fight within 
Iran about its foreign affairs. 
t-*” 1 The anti-Western faction led 
by parliament member Ali Akbar 
’** Mohtashemi opposed any form of 
foreign assistance to the Islamic 
-republic. Rafsanjani has sought 
'7 to open Iran to more foreign 


‘ investment as a means of gaining 


' technology to rebuild the sagging 
economy. 

^ Western diplomats in Iran be- 
iieve the quake aid will provide 
'“■Rafsanjani with the lever to gra- 


dually introduce mote Western 
investment in Iran. 

By referring to the aid as a 
means of helping the victims of a 
natural disaster, he w 01 be able to 
undermine critics by saying they 
were trying to prolong the suffer- 
ing of the victims. 

That response has already 
started in pro-government news- 
papers in Tehran, and Rafsanjani 
reinforced it in his sermon. 

“There is an opposition to fore- 
ign aid,” said the president. “If 
they criticise it (aid) they should 
see all aspects of the affair. There 
should be constructive criticism.” 

It was difficult to criticise such 
aid with hundreds of thousands of 
homeless, the president said. 

“We have to arrange homes for 
them. We have to provide every- 
thing for them,'' he said. 

The president praised the relief 
efforts as good and noted the 
people were generous in their 
donations despite the hard condi- 
tions prevailing in the country 
due to the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war. 

Rafsanjani said an accurate fi- 
gure of the kisses in both perconal 
and government property had yet 
to be compiled. 

He also said Iran should be 
better prepared for future earth- 
quakes. 

“A quake is a natural phe- 
nomenon and of course every- 
thing is done by God,” the presi- 
dent said. “But that does not 
mean we should confine 
ourselves to prayers alone.” 

He painted ont that dams had 
proved successful in protecting 
Iran from devastating floods and 
the same could be done for earth- 
quakes. 

“Many buildings were des- 
troyed which were not built 
according to specific, scientific 
plans in this respect,” the presi- 
dent said. “In the future, en- 
gineers and masons should keep 
these factors in mind.” 

Rafsanjani pointed ont that 
losses in California, where a ma- 
jor earthquake struck last Octo- 
ber, were much reduced by such 
preparations. 


The Oct. 17 earthquake in the 
San Francisco bay area killed 68 
people, including 42 when a sec- 
tion of freeway collapsed in Oak- 
land during the afternoon rush 
hour. The quake measured 7.1 on 
the Richter Scale and caused an 
estimated $5.6 billion in damage. 

In a related development, 
Iran's leading opposition group 
sent a telex to the Associated 
Press office in Nicosia, Cyprus 
calling for international supervi- 
rion of the aid “to ensure it 
reaches quake victims and is not 
plundered by the mullahs' reg- 
ime.” 

The statement was made by 
Massond- , Rajavi, head of the 
Iraqi-based Mujahedeen Kfaalq, 
or people's holy warriors. 


Iran thanks for 
earthquake aid 


Iran's U.N. ambassador Thurs- 
day thanked the 86 nations which 
have contributed earthquake aid 
and issued an urgent appeal for 
international assistance to rebuild 
the devastated region. 

“In view of the gravity of the 
disaster and long-term effects, we 
need continuity of aid to comple- 
ment efforts by the people and 
government and international 
cooperation to mitigate the im- 
pact of the earthquake,” said 
Kamal Kharrazi, Iran's perma- 
nent representative. 

He delivered a speech to a 
special session of the General 
Assembly which unanimously cal- 
led upon U.N. member states, 
observers and international orga- 
nisations to contribute generously 
to I ranian earthquake relief. Ab- 
out 115 nations sponsored the 
resolution. 

Kharrazi, speaking In English, 
said about 50,000 people were 
killed, 100,000 injured and 
500,000 left homelss in the quake 
which devastated two breadbas- 
ket provinces on June 21. He said 
that seven days after the quake, 
the likelihood of finding survivors 
was “remote.” 

“I was truly touched by the 
extent of sympathy and support 
extended to victims of the earth- 
quake,” he said. It Is unusual for 
an Iranian envoy to deliver a 
speech in English, preferring the 
Farsi language. 

“There is an urgent and con-. 


tinned need for international 
cooperation, not only to alleviate 
present suffering but also to make 
the areas as safe as possible in the 
future, " he said. 

Because of the high summer 
temperature, he said, it is urgent 
to bury the dead, prevent the 
outbreak of epidemics and pro- 
vide safe drinking water and 
sanitation. About 100 teams have 
been set up to fight disease and to 
disinfect disaster areas, he said,' 
but more supplies and equipment 
are required. 

The possibility of the outbreak 
of infectious disease is “dim, but 
not zero,” Kharrazi said. 

The earthquake has had a de- 
vastating effect on the economy, 
the Iranian envoy said, because 
the provinces hardest hit, were 
widely irrigated agricultural re- 
gions. “The region, which had 
played a crucial role in the eco- 
nomy, can hardly play any role 
for the next three years,” he said. 

Resettling more than half a 
million homeless persons also is a 
great task and because of the 
climate, geography and coming 
winter, substantial housing is re- 
quired, he said. Construction of 
10,000 prefabricated homes is 
under way, he said. 

Meanwhile an I ranian diploma- 
tic official said the United States 
has nnssed an opportunity to im- 
prove relations with Iran, by giv- 
ing an tnmii amount of 

earthquake aid. 

“The assistance has an effect, ! 
nobody can say it doesn't” the i 
official said, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. Bnt the U.S. 
government has missed an oppoT- 
tumty presented by the earth- 
quake, because of die small size 
of its donation, he said. 

“The $225,000 the United 
States is giving is like a joke,” he 
said. “It's the amount of one 
bouse in California.” 

He referred to the amount of 
the first shipment of U.S. aid. 
The United States on Wednesday 
announced it was sending another 
shipment of supplies and equip- 
ment, making to total U.S. con- 
tribution about $760,000. 

Japan will send emergency sup- 
plies worth 203.85 million yen 
($1.32 million) to supplement 
earlier aid to victims of the Ira- 
nian earthquake, the Foreign 
Ministry said Friday. 


Gunmen kill 1, injure 15 in Istanbul court 


ISTANBUL (R) — Gunmen shot 
dead one person and wounded 15 
Friday in a crowd of Kurds leav- 
ing a courtroom where their lead- 
er was on trial, police said. 

Officials said the Kurds had 
been attending the trial of Cetnal 
Sin car, alleged to have shot dead 
a Turkish reporter and wounded 
a photographer from the mass- 
circulation daily Gazete in 


November. 

The court’s chief prosecutor, 
Sevki Arat, told Reuters the 
attack on the Kurds could have 
been linked to a dan dispute. 
He declined to give further de- 
tails, citing a lack of evidence. 

The gunmen escaped in a car, 
leaving behind two Soviet-de- 
signed Kalashnikov rifles. 

“We counted 46 bullets. They 


raked the place. We are con- 
tinuing our investigations, “Arat 
said. 

Gazete, a colourful cut-price 
daily, folded on Nov. 30. Its 
owners said the shootings of the 
reporter and photographer had 
nothing to do with the paper 
dosing down. 

The reporter was shot to death 


and the photographer was 
wounded after Gazete published 
an artide alleging Sincar had an 
affair with a women singer. The 
journalists had been invited to 
Smear's office to discuss die 
story. 

Sincar was charged with mur- 
der and attempted murder. His 
trial is continuing. 


jiwait completes assembly team 


By Hamza Hendawi 

Reuter 


KUWAIT — Kuwait has brought 
fresh blood into a controversial 
new assembly, appointing 25 de- 
puties ahead of a three-month 
recess which diplomats say should 
provide a breathing space in a 
feud over democracy there. 

• The appointments Thursday 
completed a political process be- 
gun on April 22 when the emir. 
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad A1 
Sabah, called elections. 

The poll followed weeks of 
national debate on the future of 
democracy in the wealthy north- 
era Gulf nation. 

Pro-democracy activists urged 
a boycott of the poll and deman- 
ded a return of the parliament 
dissolved in 1986 on the grounds 
of security during the nearby 
Iran-Iraq war. 

■ They said the new assembly 
would be toothless and unconsti- 
tutional. 

Among the 25 deputies 
appointed Thursday are five 


ministers, the most senior of 
whom is Interior Minister Salem 
Al Sabah, a member of the ruling 
family. 

The newcomers join 50 de- 
puties elected on June 10 to the 
75-seat, four-year National 
Assembly which is to review past 
parliamentary experiences and 
make non-binding suggestions on 
the future of democracy in 
Kuwait. 

Kuwaiti and diplomatic sources 
said the 22-man cabinet sworn in 
last Saturday was made up mainly 
of technocrats and was virtually 
without members of Kuwait's big 
merchant families — social and 
economic pillars in the. tradi- 
tionally-mercantile state. 

They said the new cabinet and 
the non-ministeriaJ 20 appointed 
deputies widened the base of 
political participation by bringing 
for the first time new families and 
interest groups to the dectsakm- 
making circle. 

According to the sources, the 
absence of dominant merchant 
families might have been partly 


due to the fact that several sym- 
pathised with the opposition's de- 
mands. They also objected to 
what they see as excessive gov- 
ernment interference in the eco- 
nomy. 

Crown Prince Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdulla Ad Sabah, Kuwait’s 
prime minister since 1978, leads 
the new government. 

The government and opposi- 
tion have been locked in a trial of 
wills since December over a re- 
turn of parliament and the 
sources said the planned three- 
month recess, shortly after an 
inaugural session on July 9, 
would be used by both to take 1 
stock. 

Officials say about half of 
.Kuwait's estimated 1.8 million 
inhabitants, escaping the Gulf 
state’s scorching heat, have 
already left or plan to be out of 
Kuwait from this weekend until 
September. 

’ Those who are accustomed to 
spending some of Kuwait's sea- 
ring summer abroad include 


members of the ruling Al Sabah 
family and ministers. 

“I expect the government to 
review the whole process and 
accommodate our demands or 
opt for fresh escalation around 
October,” said one opposition 
activist, referring to the arrest 
and later release of several group 
leadens in April and May. 

According to the diplomatic 
and Kuwaiti sources, however, 
the opposition might be running 
out of ideas to nwiniam an active 
interest in their campaign by pro- 
fessional and busmen gro ups and 
widen their mainly-urban sup- 
port. 

The opposition group, led by 
some 30 former deputies, has 
cbaiged that the authorities rig- 
ged tins month’s non-party polls, 
the first since 1985, to show a 
higher turnout. 

The government said 62.26 per 
cent of the 62,000-strong, all- 
male electorate voted. It has not 
publicly commented on the rig- 
ging charge. 


Saudi 
Tornado 
deal in 


jeopardy, 
paper says 


Demjanjuk 
lawyer 
pleads for 
mercy 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Convicted 
Nazi war criminal John Demjan- 
juk should not be . executed be- 
cause sufficient doubt exists “to 
take the gallows out of this case,” 
Ms lawyer has- told Israel’s sup- 
reme court in a final plea. 

Yoram Sh eft el, Demjanjtxk’s 
Israeli attorney, ended the 
longest appeal in Israel’s history 
try asking the panel of five jus- 
tices to overturn the death sent- 
ence. 

Sheftel also asked the s u p rem e 
court not to hand down a decision 
before Jan. 1 in order to give the 
defence time to investigate new 
evidence that might prove Dem- 
janjuk’s innocence. 


West Bank settlement wro 


expanded — Israeli 


LONDON (AP) — Plans by 
Saudi Arabia to buy an additional 
48 Tornado strike-fighters air- 
craft worth more than £1 billion 
($1.74 billion) from Britain are in 
doubt, according to a report Frir 
day in the Financial Tones. 

The newspaper, Britain’s lead- 
ing business daily, quoted un- 
named negotiators involved in a 
wide-ranging arms agreement be- 
tween the two countries as saying 
that the deal over the 48 planes 
appeared to be in jeopardy. 

It said the 48 Tornados repre- 
sent the biggest single equipment 
item in a 1988 arms agreement 
between Britain and Saudi Ara- 
bia that is worth a total of £10 
billion ($17.4 billion). 

But the paper said delivery by 
Britain of 72 other Tornados to 
Saudi Arabia under a 1986 pack- 
age deal involving those 72 planes 
and other arms that is worth a 
total of £5.5 billion ($9.57 billion) 
is expected to be completed as 
planned next year. 

It reported: “The threatened 
loss of the further Saudi order (for 
the 48 Tornados) comes after 
successive cancellations of Toma- 
do p ur d mes by Jordan, Oman 
and Malaysia because of financial 
co ns tr ai nts. Oman and Malaysia 
said they would seek British 
aerospace Hawk aircraft in- 
stead.” 

The British Defence Ministry 
said on June 19 that it had cancel- 
led orders for 33 Tornados for 
Britain’s Royal Air Force as part 
of a three per cent cut in the 
nation's defence budget of £21.2 
billion ($36.88 billion) for the 
year to next March 31. Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher’s 
government cited inflation con- 
cerns for the cut. 

Shares in the planes and 
weapons company British Aeros- 
pace Pic and other defence- 
related companies fell on Lon- 
don’s stock exchange following 
the Jane 19 British announce- 
ment. 

The Financial Times reported 
Friday: “If Saudi order (fix 1 the 
48 Tornados) also falls through as 
British negotiators fear it could 
mean Tornado production cran- 
ing to an end in 1992, several 
years earlier than was forseen.” 

The Tornado is a joint venture 
between Britain, West Germany 
and Italy. 

British Aerospace makes about 
18 per cent of the Tornado air- 
craft in value terms. The com- 
pany is responsible for final 
assembly for both Britain and 
Samfi Arabia and is the overall 
prime contractor for the deal with 
Saudi Arabia. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A' leading 
right-wing politician said Thurs- 
day that Israel intends to expand 
Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied Arab territories, despite 
U-S. warnings that this could 
jeopardise U.S. aid to Israel. 

“Wc will expand settlements 
whenever and wherever we can,” 
said Gratia Cohen, deputy science 
minis ter and a, leader of the right- 
wing Tehiya Party. “We don’t 
have to cave in to U.S. pressure.” 

Ms. Cohen refused to confirm 
reports that there was an unwrit- 
ten agreement between her party 
and the dominant Likud Bloc 
specifyin g construction of 5,000 
new amts each year m the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The Hebrew daily Haaretz re- 
ported that a pact between Likud 
and its right-wing coalition part- 
ners stipulates that 5,000 new 
housing units win be constructed 
each year in existing settlements. 

The newspaper said the right- 
wing parties had agreed to ex- 
pand existing settlements instead 
of building new ones as a tactical 
move to try to avoid U.S. cri- 
ticism. 

The Haaretz report calculated 
that by the end of the Likud 
government's term in- 2% years, 
the number of Jewish' settlers in 
the occupied Arab lands would 
exceed 120,000. There currently 
are at least 75,000 Jewish settlers 


government has said. 

Even the current estimate of 
settlers may below, Haaretz said. 
The newspaper said its own sur- 
vey found 84,000 settlers living m 
the West Bank and 4,000 m 
Gaza. 

Haaretz also said that 1,050 
new housing units are under con- 
struction and could house 6,800 
more settlers when they are com- 
pleted this frill. 

The territories, which are 
home to 1.7 milli on Palestinians, 
were occupied in the 1967 Middle 
East war. The United States 
opposes settling Soviet Jewish im- 
migrants in the Arab territories, 
saying it is an obstacle to m a king 
peace with the Palestinians. - 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir’s spokesman Avi Pazner dis- 
missed the newspaper report as 
“pure speculation” but said: “It’s 
obvious that nobody has sought 
to put limits on existing settle- 
ments.” 

The statement came a day after 
U.S. Congressman David Obey, 
chairman of the House Approp- 
riations’ Subcommittee on Fore- 
ign .Operations, warned that he 
would support cutting Israel's 
annual $3 billion in foreign aid if . 
it persists in expandmgtbe settle- 
ments. 

Shamh - formed a narrow, right- 
wing government earlier this - 
month after a coalition, with, the 


Middle East peace effo£:*.< . . ., 
-Likud’s partners in the 
coalition include threc iil^^f - 
nationalist factions — 

Tsomet and Moledet — ^ 
committed to expanding 
.presence in the Arab 

Benny Katawver, a West Bfefe 
settlement leader, said there were , 
plans for “tirickening” existing: ,- 
settlements, bat he would hot say 
how many new units might be ' ^ P 1 

buflt. . . 

“Construction is going on all 
the tune, and it will continue $ 


the tone, ana n wiu wuuui*., s* 

said. “We are relying oh- 
on,” he added, referring to Hou^l: 
ing Minister Ariel Sharon. Sha^-^ 7 
on is an ardent supporter otthe. ^ 6 & 
settlement movement, and v 
created a fresh stir TTitnscfey.by; 1 


created a su* 

proposing “emergency, regula--^^^ 
tians” to speed construction ^ Vrt* 


tions” to speed constru ction 
hooting for Soviet immigrants. 

The regulations soug ht: 

Sharon would allow his m imstr y :..;? 
toseireprivatelandforcoi^ i 

tion, possibly bypassing tewsp^-^ so 

tecting archaeological sites- and o 
nature reserves, critics -said. 

Settlements have come under ... ^ _ 
heavy scrutiny in recent nfontii r ? • 

because of Arab - criticism -’ovg - j^ 
Israel's" policy of allowing - 
Soviet Jewish immigrants : .ff 
move to the occupied Arab teixtv?’# ^ 
tones. - 1 "'* i 

. The Arabs fear Palestinians, **7 - 
may be -displaced and that; tbeir. v s? 432 


>■ iC ' I ■ 




occupied Arab territories, the lapsed over how to proceed with state 


Abu Nidal 


be undermined. 


group wants 
to return to 
Rashidiyeh 
camp 



Thatcher ‘trying every lead’ on hostage* 


BEIRUT (AP) — Abu Nidal’s 
radical Palestinian guerrilla fac- 
tion said Friday it wanted to 
return to South Lebanon’s Rashi- 
diyeh refugee camp after being 
expelled two weeks ago by PLO 
fighters. 

“We want to return to Rashi- 
diyeh but on condition that the 
Situation goes back to what it was 
before the series of crimes com- 
mitted against our people,” said 
Mansour Hamdan, official 
spokesman for Fateh-Revolution- 
ary Conned (FRC). 

FLO Chairman Yasser Arafat's 
own Fateh guerrillas cracked 
down on Abu Nidal’s men in nine 
hours of house-to-house fighting 
in Rashidiyeh on June 17-18 that 
left five people killed and 16 
wounded. 

By crashing Abu Nidal’s men, 
Arafat established undisputed 
control over Rashidiyeb near the 
Southern port dty of Tyre, (30 
kilometres south of Beirut. 

The fighting was touched off 
after the killing in Rashidiyeh of 
Omar Hamadeh, Tyre comman- 
der of FRC. Abu Nidal blamed 
tiie lading on Arafat’s men. 

“We also stress that the crimin- 
als be put on trial and punished," 
Hamdan told a news conference 
at West Beirut’s Mar Elias 
Palestinian refugee camp. 

He said Palestinian and 
Lebanese mediators were ex- 
erting ef fo rt s to settle the Abu 
Nidal-Arafat conflict. 

Hamdan accused Arafat’s men 
of “provocative acts” against 
FRC members in Ein Al HUweh 
“which could lead to clashes.” 

Ein Al Hitweh, 40 kilometres 
south of Beirut, in the Sidon 
region, is the largest Palestinian 
refugee camp in Lebanon. The 
region is dominated by hardcore 
PLO guerrillas loyal to Arafat. ‘ 

Abu Nidal, whose real nam e is' 
Sabri Al Banna, maintains bases 
in Ein Al Hilweh as wed as in 
west Beirut, the eastern Bekaa 
Valley and northern Lebanon. 


LONDON (AP) — Prime Minister Margaret Tfaatcherhas savin' 
the House of Commons that British was continuing to “use-evezy : 
contact »nrf follow up every lead” that nright help freeBritish* 
hostages in Lebanon. But she gave no indication of -any progf^s- ; 
She also avoided criticism oflran, which- is behoved to. ;faiy e? 
influence over Muslim fundamenlaHst gixmps hakfing captives!- 
“Any nation which has any information uboutanyone who is.hekT 
hostage should dp all in- its power-to . secure tb&; release oftihe ^ 
hostages. That is the only normal, dvffiswi"^ sintL; 

Answering lawmakers’ questions , Mrs. Thatchef ad^d ffiat it was 
not yet “ri ght ” to resume d i p l om a tic relations swffi Syria. Britain 
broke off relations in 1985 c har gin g Syria with complicity in a .; 
foiled plot to Mow up an Israeli aiffiner over London . Iran , 
severed relations with Britain m Marcfr last year after Ayatollah' 
Rnhnllah Kho meini called 'on Muslims to lrill jSalman Rnshdfe, 
British author of the Satanic Verses, wfafdi many Muslims regard 
as blasphemous.- ^ m v.V;"“ ‘ 


Algeria sends military ajf! to Hrawl 




TRIPOLI, Lebanon (AP) —The Lebanese army under President. 
Elias Hrawi has received the first consignmcnt of nuBtery ' 
hardware from Algeria, military sources said. They said the 
shipment, which arrived by sea, included 250 armoured personnel 
carriers, 10 jeeps, and other supplies for the neariy 20,000-strong 
Lebanese army headed by Gen. Bmfle Lahoud. The sources, who 
cannot be named in line withstanding rules, said another delivery 
of Algerian military aid is to arrive soon. The shipment was 
unloaded in this northern port dty in the presence of tee Algerian, 
military attache in Lebanon, Nouar Ram ache, and the comman- 
der of the army’s Second Brigade Yehya Raad, representing the 
army commander. Lahond's army is poorly equipped, whereas 
the mostly Christian 20, 000-strong Lebanese army under rebel 
Gen. Michel Aonn has more than 90 M-48 U.S.-made battle tanks 
and 50 French made MX-113 tanks plus hundred of armoured , 
personnel carriers. 


Israelis, Palestinians share views 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — Israeli citizens, risking their governm en ts 
wrath, met with Palestinians in secret to discuss Middle East ' 
conflict and obstacles to peace, a Swedish Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman said. The ministry could not confirm reports from ' 
Israel and Stockholm that the Palestinian delegation 
members of the Palestine liberation Organisation (PLO).: 
Spokesmen at the University of Uppsala’s Department for Peace 
and Conflict Research, which organised the meeting as an 
academic seminar, said they did not know where it was being' 
held. The Foreign Ministry spokeswoman said the location-was 
being kept secret for security reasons. confirmed that Swedish 
Foreign Minister Sten Andersson and his undersecretary, Pierre 
Schori, planned to meet with the participants, who were attending 
in their personal capacities. According to news reports^., the 
participants included Dedi Zucker, a member' of the Israeli 
parliament; An Rath, former editor of the Jerusalem Post: FmsaT 
Al Husscim, a West Bank Palestinian leader, and Sari Nussetbeh ' 
professor at Bir Zeit University. -• 


Aquino condoles Iran quake victims 


MANILA (R) — President Corazon Aquino sent condolences ' 
and medicme to Iran for victims of last week’s devastating 
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solve unemployment problems 


g unitsin 


AMMAN (J-T.) — In view of the 
coming week-long holiday in Jor- 
dan marking Eid A1 Adha (Feast 
of Sacrifice) which b^ns Mon- 
day, government departments 
and. the Greater Amman Munici- 
pality have made arrangements to 
ensure continued services for the 
public. 

The municipality said in a 
statement Friday that deanen 
and garbage collection process 
will be operative at 30 per cent 
capacity on the first day of Eld A1 
Adha, 50 per cent on die second 
day and 100 per cent on the third 
day. 

But, it said, throughout the 
week services at the Amman 
National Park win be retained in 
full as large number of visitors 
and vacationers will be calling at 
the park during the coming holi- 
day. 

The statement, which came in a‘ 
Circular by Greater Amman 
Mayor Ali Suheimat, said that 
municipality offices will remain 
open throughout the holiday with 
officials on duty present to re- 
ceive complaints and to deal with 
emergencies with the help of 
stand-by repair and emergency 
teams. 

It also said that the central 
market place will dose only on 
Monday and Tuesday, the first 
and second days of the holiday, 
and that the slaughter house will 
dose 00 those two days. 

The Health Ministry, mean- 
while, announced that medical 
services at health centres will not 
be interrupted. 


Pollution 
committee 
to meet 

AMMAN (Petra) — The General 
Assembly of the Jordanian Sotie- 
ty for Combatting Environmental 
Pollution will hold its annual 
meeting July 9 under the chair- 
manship of die society’s president 
Ahmad Obeidat 
The assembly will discuss prop- 
osed amendments to the basic, 
system, a draft budget and a 
report by its administrative 'com- 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower 
House of Parhament is expected 
to resume debate on unemploy- 
ment and means to tackl e it on 
Saturday t -July 7, after discussing 
the issue in an extended debate 
on Wednesday. 

Deputies who addressed the 
House Wednesday netted “gov- 
ernment inaction” cm this issue. 
Deputies from d i f feren t political 
blocs presented the House with 
suggestions of measures to con-' 
tain the problem. 

Deputy Mohammad Dardour 
said that unempfoyment was ram- 
pant among the unskilled and the 
educated. He called on vocation- 
al training institutes to help the 
first group to improve their skills 
and called on the government to 
ensure employment for the 
second group. 

He also called on the govern- 
ment to release civil servants, on 
leave without pay, to work in the 
Gulf and replace them with un- 
employed job-seekers. 

Deputy Hussein MujaH, called 
on the government to “admit the 


deep crisis” the country is passing 
through and to inform the people 
of the efiroensibns of the crisis. 

He said that such a problem 
requires non-traditkmal solutions 
-and called for the formation erf an 
-“emergency government” to 
tackle the country’s economic 
problems. 

He also said that there was no 
escape for Jordan from the eco- 
nomic dilemma except through 
“unity”. He said that Jordan’s 
19905 programme shook! aim at 
- unity with other Arab countries. 

Deputy Thouqan Hmdawidet- 
vered a lengthy speech in which 
he crifirised the government for 
faffing tb cany out its pledge to 
fight unemployment. He called 
for creating employment oppor- 
tunities in the teaching sector qod 

for curbing the increasing flow of 
community colleges' graduates. 

Hindawi also' criticised the gov- 
ernment for not doing enough to 
secure employment opportunities 
for Jordanians in the Gulf states. 

Deputy Atta Shahwan warned 
against the increase of crime as a 


result of tmempkjymcnt He cal- 
led on the government to adopt a 
comprehensive agricultural 
strategy to help solve the prob- 
lems. 

- Deputy Hisham Sharari called 
on the government to retrain 
unskilled workers in -the south 
and to employ -people with the 
public sector. 

Deputy Issa Rimoum delivered 
a speech on behalf of deputies' 
Jamal Kbreishah, J amal Haddad, 
Mohammad Abu Oleum and Fais- 
al Jazi in which he called 1 for 
con venin g a national con fere nce 
on foe problem of unemploy- 
meuL 

Rimoum said that Jordanian 
expatriates’ savings in the Gulf 
amount to $15 billion and called 
for finding ways to entice foe 
expatriates to invest in Jordan. 

He also called! on the FLO to 
invest in the refugee camps in' 
Jordan. 

Deputy Abd& Menem Abu 
Zant called fbrWmung the im- 
port of all goods that are pro- 
duced locally. y 


Cheating students risk 
having exams cancelled 


By EUa Nasrafinh 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — More than 700 stud- 
ents who sat for foe 1989-1990 
secondary school certificate ex- 
aminations (tawjihi) could be li- 
able to having their examinations 
null and void after being found 
cheating during the gr amm a rim 
sessions which took place during 
this month or for absenting them- 
selves from school for lengthy 
periods of time, according to Dr. 
Mohammad Sayel Obeidat, 
Director of Examination and the 
Evaluation Dep ar tm e nt at the- 
Mhnstry of Education. 

He told the Jordan Times Fri- 
day that supervising teachers in 
foe examination halls discovered 
96 cases of cheating. Students in 
some of these cases were only 
issued stern warnings but others, 
especially those who had brought 
material for cheating into the 
examination ha Ik , had their ex- 
aminations canqeUed, according ; 
to Ministry of Education's tawjihi 


examinations regulations, 
Obeidat said. 

He said that 616 students will 
be denied the school certificate 
and also the tawjihi examinations 
for the past scholastic year for 
absenting themselves from school 
in excess to foe allowed number 
of days as set by the Ministry of 
Education which organises foe 
annual examinations in Jordan. 

Referring to those absenting 
themselves from foe examina- 
tions, Dr. Obeidat said that an 
average 1,200 students failed to 
sit for all or some of the examina- 
tions in the first session last Janu- 
ary, rising in number to 2,000 in 
foe second session this month. 

He said however that those 
who M in any subject or for 
some reason had to absent them- 
selves from foe examinations can 
sit for another session in foe 
1990-1991 examinations. 

. Obeidat said that teachers su- 
pervising examination in 857 halls j 
..(fid- not^ report, any ^major^TOp— 
dent..-. .j: -"t. : ««_:• • 


A total of 66,302 students from 
private and public schools were 
registered to take part, in the 
examinations in Jordan during 
the past scholastic year. 

According to Obeidat, marking 
of papers and evaluation of stu- 
dents’ work were co n ti n uing at 13 
ce n tres. 3,000 mini s tr y appointed 
teachers are working on it Mark- 
ing of papers started on June 13 
and the teachers have already 
completed evaluating foe stu- 
dents’ work in sciences, biology, 
Arabic in industrial s t reams , he 
said. 

Teachers me expected to com- 
plete their work by July 10, and 
foe ministry could announce foe 
final results after July 20, Obeidat 
said. 

Obeidat said that foe applica- 
tion of one examination system at 
the end of scholastic years in 
Jordan conld nor come about 
before foe 1993*94 scholastic year 
. .and . in. the course of im~ 
’•plementing the 1987 national 
educational conference, .resolu- 
tions. ■■■:. . 


Writer appeals 
apostasy verdict 


By P.V. Vivekanand - 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — A Jordanian 
found guilty of apostasy by a 
Sharia court has appealed foe 
verdict at the Higher Court of 
Sharia in Amman asserting 
that foe junior court was in- 
competent to try the case and 
that its ruling was unconstitu- 
tional on several counts. 

The appeal was filed last 
week by Ibrahim Abu Naab, a 
journalist and writer, who was 
found by the Naour Sharia 
Court to have been a member 
of the outlawed Qadiani sect. 
The ruling stipulated that Abu 
Naab be separated from his 
wife and children and all his 
writings be banned. Under 
Sharia laws, anyone found guil- 
ty of apostasy could not only 
be separated from his family 
and excommunicated but also 
killed, with the killer given 
immunity. However, a fatwa 
issued by the World Islamic. 
■ League dictates three forms of 
p unishm ent for Qadianis: dis- 
solution of marriage aud 
separation from children (the 
marriage could be restored if 
the marriage contract is rewrit- 
ten and the couple go through 
a new wedding formality), re- 
fusal to eat the meat of animals 
slaughtered by Qadianis and 
ban from being buried in Mus- 
lim cemeteries. 

. However, Sharia court rul- 
ings in cases beyond foe realm 
of religion-related personal 
issues such as marriage, di- 
vorce, child custody and in- 
heritance are not binding on 
the civil law in force in Jordan. 

The Naour court recognised 
Abu Naab as a “ re pentant 
.Muslim” but sentenced him 
anyway because of what it 
found as his past membership 
m foe Qadiani sect, which 
questions some of the fun- 
damental principles of Islam. 
Abu Naab, who has acknow- 


ledged that he attended a 1987 
conference of Qadianis in Tel- 
ford, England, has repeatedly 
denied that he was ever a 
member of foe mythical sect. 
He argued that he attended the 
Telford meeting in his capacity 
as a journalist, and a document 
— a key evidence of the pro- 
secution — he signed there was 
only aimed at gaming trim en- 
try to the gathering of the 
Qadianis, who keep their acti- 
vities shrouded in strict secre- 
cy- 

Abu Naab’s appeal, filed on 
Us behalf by lawyer Abdul 
Karim Faroun, contends that 
the Naonr court’s ruling “con- 
tradicts public liberties as pro- 
vided for in Article 15 of the 
Constitution.” Furthermore, it 
questions how anyone could be 
found a “repentant Muslim 
and an apostate at the same 
time?” Abu Naab told foe Jor- 
dan Times. 

Another point raised by the 
defendant in his appeal is re- 
lated to a letter sent by the 
Naour co urt to foe Ministry of 
Information asking that Aba 
Naab’s writings be banned. 
This letter, according to Abu 
Naab, was sent on April 23, 
1990, several days before the 
Sharia court prosecutor- 
general filed the case against 
faun. 

“I was tried and convicted 
even before the case- was for- 
mally filed,” Abu Naab 
asserted pointing out that a 
ban on his writing was one of 
the “pu nish ments" prescribed 
for him by foe court after he 
was ruled guilty. 

No date has been set for a 
hearing on foe appeal by foe 
higher court- In the meantime, 
lawyer Faroun has also sent 
petitions fo the Higher Councfl 
for the In te rpret a tion of the 
Law and the Legislation Depart- 
ment of foe Fume Ministry to 
consider the validity of the 
Naour court's decision, accord- 
ing to Abu Naab. 


ACC maps out 
tourism strategy 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ministers of 
tourism in the four member Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC) 
countries ended a two-day meet- 
ing in Amman by announcing 
several measures designed to 
promote cooperation in tourism- 
related fields. 

The ministers, representing 
Jordan, Yemen, Iraq and Egypt, 
decided to set up a technical 
committee to set unifie d criteria 
and common principles to be 
adopted by the four countries 
based on terms and guidelines 
followed by Egypt. 

They recommended that the 
gov er n m ents of the four countries 
introduce measures designed to 
offer further facilities for travel to 
citizens of foe four countries 
within the ACC group and to 
encourage the exchange of viats 
by tourist groups from , the four 
countries. 

In their statement at the end of 
foe dosing session, the four 
ministers undefined foe need for 
exempting citizens 'from ACC 
states and tbeh^cars from taxes 
and other travel fees. 

They also decided to issue a 
joint tourist newsletter featuring 
archaeological and tourist rites in 
the four countries and to organise 
a joint programme of foreign 
tourists’ visits to these rites to be 
implemented in the first quarter 
of 199L 


They decided to declare 1993 
as a year of tourism in the ACC 
member states and to organise a 
general seminar on marketing 
tourist attractions in pre para tion 
for the event. “Coordination 
among the four ACC states will 
be stepped up in tourist activities 
and incoiritaeoces and semmara in 
the Arab region and abroad,” the 
statement said. — 

The ministers urged foe crea- 
tion of private and public tourism 
firms that can promote the 
marketing of touristic attractions 
and set up tourist centres and 
hotels to boost foe tourism indus- 
ny. 

Prune Minister Mudar Badran 
received in his office Thursday 
Iraqi Minister of Tourism Samal 
Majid following the conclusion of 
the minister- meeting. 

At foe meeting, which was 
attended by Minister of Tourism 
Abdul Karim A1 Kabariti, discus- 
sion covered the outcome of the 
ministerial meeting in Amman 
and future- plans. 

The prime minister called for 
further steps to be taken in the 
drive to achieve integration with- 
in the ACC states in tourism 
affairs. 

The Iraqi minister said that his 
country was giving doe concern to 
developing tourism, bene fit t iu g 
from the successful experiences 
of neighbouriiig couniries. 


Music students 1 perform Saturday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A general group lesson wiD be held at the main 
theatre of foe Royal Cultural Centre on Saturday, June 30, 1990 from 
6c00 to 7:00 pjn. The objective of this lesson is to publicly present 
and evaluate the achievements of the students of foe National Music 
Conservatory at the end of the academic year 1989-1990. Studratt^ 
foeir parents, relatives and friends will be- attending this occwtill 
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Special, to rite. Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — -The demand for bousing 
imitt and land ii expected towitnessa 
sharp rise tte sumniet ifod foe trend 
win continue for the oext several 
yean m view of foe rising population 
of foe Kingdom and return of expatri- 
ates, accord in g » Jordanian econom- 
ists and analysts. " 

One of die major dements in the 
phenomenon is the devaluation of the 
Jordanian dinar which makes it 
attractive for those who baye foreign 
currency holdings, said Dr. Jawad At 
Anani, an economist and former 
mini ster who how nuts' a consultancy 
firm tji AbBBUL 

Dr. Ananfs view was supported by ~ 
at least two other economists and a 
senior official of a private-sector 
establishment which specialises in 
hnjyifag »nd jelling t iffing units. 

According to Dr. Anani, Jordan 
wifi have to provide 18,000 bousing 
units a year for the .next several years 
to meet the demand. The figures are 
based on a study, conducted by the 
Housing Corporation in 1982/83. 
“The annual growth in the Jordanian 
population is seen at four per cent, 
which roughly represents about 

120.000 people,” he said. This in- 
crease can be. summarised in terms of 
bousing as a demand for 13,000 to 

14.000 housing units, while family 
separations will warrant an additional 

1.000 units and replacement of ex- 
isting old structures will herald the 
need foe another 2,000 apartments, 
according to Dr. Anani. 1 

Muawia Thebian, the director 
general of Beftuna which caters to the 
housing needs of higher-middle class 
fttmiKew, says that the private sector 
housing companies tend to construct 
high-priced apa r tm e n ts which sold 
well even when low-income housing 
offered by the government made 


competitka difficulL He died as an 
example the Abu Nosctr bousing pro- 
ject which was directed at low-income 
families. Such projects^ Thebian said, 
“prompted the private sector jo spe- 
cialise in the banding of one type of 
bousing projects — mainly expensive 
apartments.” He argued that com-, 
petition on the low-priced projects 
worked against the interests of the 
private sector. 

Thebian added that the conversion 
of the private sector to this type of 
boosing exeeded the demand for it, 
Furthermore, feasibility studies were 
not rajuired to acquire loans from the 

Housing Bank. Consequently, be' 

says, large competition between the 
private sector led to oversupply of 
apartments and later to the departure 
of smaller companies from -the mar- 
ket- 

Thebian agrees that demand on 
housing is rising enormously, pointing 
out that the market “has gone out rtf 
stock.” He says that the balance 
between demand and snpply for hous- 
ing units should not be more than 
three per cent on the demand side if 
price stability is to be achieved. “If it 
becomes less than one per cent,' then 
tiie prices wfll soar,” be sakL " 

According 'to Thebian, the rise in 
prices for housing units was 20 to 40 
per cent in the past two yean. In 
addition to the known factors : — the 
devaluation of the dinar and popula- 
tion growth — contributing to- die 
rise, the two-fold foe in the value of 
agricultural and residential lands near 
Amman has also been a strong factor, 
he said. 

Dr. Anani asserted that the de- 
valuation of dm dinar was a mayor 
factor mthefoingneedfor housing. 
“The devaluation of the' dinar, winch 
is at 40 per cent si nce 1968, 

encouraged Jordanian expatriates to 
buy homes and lands.” 

Anoortfing to -Anani. Jordanians 


have about JD 2-7 bflKou as deposits 
.in commercial banksbofoinlong- 
term deposits and savings accounts 
a pH this i i iHif jtw i rtmt thtSK-iS liquid- 
ity in the market. He argues that 
people are trying to diveisify their 
assets and therefore they would like 
to invest in laud and bousing. 

Dr. Anari- speculates that when 
demand on housing increase* and 
when construction projects increase, 
the demand on serviced areas win 
increase and the prices of land will 
Suddenly jump up. When the prices of 
land go up now, they will not reach 
more than thar 1985 level takinginto 1 

consideration the' difference in the 
value of the dinar ami its purchasing 
power which is less than 45 per cent in 
comparison with its purchasing power 

in 1985.. — " - 

Dr. Abdulla A1 Mafid, president of 
the Association of Jordanian Banks, 
said that the rise in land and housing 
prices is not a speculation but it is a 
phenomenon which has already 
Started. 

“The rise in real estate prices will 
turn into a trend,” Dr. Mallei said. He : 
behoves, however, that tins trend is . 
“andetrimentaT to the economy -as 
long as the rise is a steady. one. Dr. 
MaSri explained drat “since there are 
many land owners who are indebted 
to the banks and who will be able to 
repay their debts after seJfing their 
real estate tins will give a boost to the 
banks and will help in reviving the 
economy:" 

Dr: Anani agrees, with MaHri that 
-the present situation will eventually 
boost the economy. He said that be 
does not advise the government to 
avoid this situation “because activat- 
ing the housing sector and' construc- 
tion sector m ' - e Kingdom will create 
many jobs and will activate the de- 
mand on the commodities of many 
factories which are already operating 
below rapacity.” While this is one 


positive dement, he warned; 
also a cost: represented in thedewn^ 
mg opportunities which arefeomW. 
the- Smiled income groups- Tbpter. 
fore, be stressed, the govemmenHi® 
to take measures to meet tbeneeds ot 

those people because bdnamg is * 
baric need. 

.Regarding the effects of the nsfog 
prices of lands and -houses ion finfoed; 
income groups. Dr. Anaj$M»erted 
that this wfli cause a real problem.- to 
tow-income people who do oot enjoy_ 
any i iF” ”* in t l >e * r real income* 

Tints, he calkxl on tte to 

make some financial arraageiw m t&g o 
that tow-inoome people conldhtforcr 
to have a houae^PrAiram a bftcaBed 
on the government to re^jtwrto' 
population distribution — if ata tenfo 
to offer aids for houringfosftoM^c^- 
- tariff bousing — so as to avpid.over-- 
crowdedness in A mma n or & least to 
keep- people where they-q re.- — ; • 
Nevertheless, Dr. Anarmniuumses 

.tiie problem of overcrowxledneM_ in- 
Amman because migrapon. . from 
. urban areas to cities is expected to 
decrease. But be affir med that, the 
problems caused by thejadewe^te 
population should not be 
pointed out that this sstnat& i ronU 
induce, higher prices in tiw V pyicw i 
areas which as a result would jwompt 
people to look for cheaper jmera-® 
areas which lack services, a phe- 
nomenon which would lead to an 
unorganised movement of people to 
and from densely populated are as at 
random. This consequently wil raise 
the inhabit an t s ' demands on the gov- . 
eminent to provide them wkh/ the 
required services, according to Dr. 

Anani 

• According to real estate agents; the 

.average price of apartment s varies 
bun area to area in Amman,' starting . 
from JD 25,000. for a two-bedroom 
apartment in some areas to ns much 
as JD 75,000 m other areas described 
as “aristocratic." 


Moscow revises emigration laws 


AMMAN (J.T;) t- The. Soviet 
government is now revising, its 
emigration laws to allow citizens 
to return to their homeland if 
they wished to do so in accord- 
ance with international laws and 
norms, especially die universal 
declaration on human rights, 
Soviet ambassador to Jordan 
Yuri Garadinov said in a state- 
ment Thursday. . 

Moscow reviews the settlement 
of Jewish immigr ants in the occu- 
pied Arab lamb as a flagrant 
violation of international laws 
and prind^|rei,_dre_ ambaasadOT. 


said during a press conference 
held at die Soviet Cultural Centre 

in Amman _ 

‘T believe that this problem 
will be solved within the 
framework of international laws 
and the new immigration laws in 
die. Soviet Union,” Garadinov 
said. “We will not overlook 
Israel’s actions and violations, pf 
international laws especially in 
matters related to the Palestinian 
people and violations of their 
legitimate rights,” Garadinov 
added. . - . . 


- He said Moscow would abide 
by Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev’s warning that it would 
reconsider its derision to allow 
Jews to emigrate should Israel 
violate the international laws. 

The ambassador expressed 
Moscow’s view that the Middle 
East region is. now faring in- 
creased tension following the 
assumption of power mlsrael by 
extremist political parties and a 
decision by Washington to sus- 
pend dialogue with die Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (FLO)." 


Moscow has a firm- position 
with regard to the Middle East 
question is determined to 
deal with the Soviet Jewish 
i mm igr ation issue in a manner that 
can Best conform with intelrna- 
tional laws,” Garadinov said. 

He criticised Israel for pursuing 
its expansionist policies in. its 
drive to create a “greater Israel” 
at the expense of the Palestinian 
people. ' " ' ' 

He also voiced Mdsraiw’^ re- 
gretat Washington's position arid 
its decision to suspend dialogue 
with die FLO. .t- 
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Passing the buck 
will no longer work 


FROM the lengthy (fiscasshms on the Parliament floor, it 
omm that mMiw the deputies nor the |Mi||trt| « 'have a 
dear-cot policy addressing the country’s problem of nnero- 
ptoyment. Unemployment, being «4y one beet of the 
overall economic crisis, coidd never be solved hi isolation of 
the other factors of the crisis snch as mismanagement. 

So for, we are still foh*f«g and acting in old- fash io n e d 
ways. The economic crisis and noemployinent resulted 
primarily from the lack of hands, both pabtic and private. 
On the governmental level, the whole system is stffl fixed to 
old habits of securing foods. For their part, private 
entrepreneurs would not give a second thought to investing 
in a regional climate of insecurity and instability. 

The government cannot continue to wishfully think that 
Arab brothers wfll come to the foil rescue of Jordan. Nor 
should Jordanians continue to depend indefinitely on 
foreign aid, Arab or otherwise. The Kin gdom most aim at 
sejf-gnffjriency. This goal will not be totally possible, not in 
the immediate future at least In the same veto, the 
government cannot expect investors to pot their money in 
the country while the regional atmosphere is not conducive 
to security and stability. 

The economic crisis and unempl oy m ent can only be solved 
through radical reforms of political and socioeconomic 
perceptions. Employment to the over-stuffed public sector, 
as many deputies suggested, would not solve the problem, it 
would only aggravate It Because by farther stretching the 
dvil service only more public spending and further de- 
terioration of the executive body would result On the 
contrary dvil service should be trimmed down and surplus 
funds employed in productive projects. It has become a fact 
that dvil servants produce less than what they co n s um e . 
This is only one area in winds reform, contrary to previous 
perceptions and deputies’ calls, can pay off. 

The fact that afl political blocs in the House are calling on 
the government to come up with solid policies to tlds re ga rd 
does not absolve them of the responsibility. No one, bloc or 
otherwise, seems to have come up with a dearly defined, 
alternative programme for solving the country’s problem. 
Until they do so, they should not make noises. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI Ra*i Arabic daily on Friday commented on a press conference 
by Soviet Ambassador to Jordan Yuri Garadinov Thursday, 
which was mainly devoted to discussing Soviet Jewish immigration 
to occupied Palestine. The paper said that this immigration came 
in direct response to United States p re s s ure s, and is proceeding 
now as a “price" paid by Moscow in exchange for moving closer 
to Washington. The Arabs object to the Jewish immigration, the 
paper said, simply because it is bound to increase Israel’s 
manpower capabilities which are being combined with the flow of 
most sophisticated American weapons to enable Israel to con- 
tinue to expand at the expense of the Arab Nation. It said that the 
Jewish immigration which will of course help Israel to deprive the 
Palestinians of (heir legitimate rights is not linke d to the condition 
of respecting the Palestinian peoples rights; and therefore, it is a 
violation of the Arab human rights. 


A columnist in Al Ra’i Arabic daily invites the Arab lobby in the 
United States to exercise pressure on the U.S. administration and 
the U.S. Congress to stop aid to Israel. The U.S. Congress has 
already taken a decision to stop aid to any nation which does not 
respect human rights; and therefore the way is open for the Arab 
lobby in America to raise the matter not only with the U.S. 
Congress but also at U.S. courts to stop aid to Lsr&el which has 
killed or wounded 63,000 Palestinian civilians since the outbreak 
of the uprising in December 19S7, says Tareq Masarweh. The 
writer hails the European Community statement issued earlier 
this week in Dublin as reflecting the European nations freedom 
from the United States hegemony, and demonstrating the true 
f eelings of the Europeans towards the Palestine question and the 
people of Palestine. He says that the Arabs ought now to 
approach the Europeans to enlist their assistance in pressuring tbe 
United States to change its position with regard to foe situation in 
foe Middle East. The European Community statement in Dublin 
has explicitly defended Palestinian human rights, promised aid to 
the Palestinian people living under occupation, and deplored 
Israel’s inhuman practices, says the writer. This European 
position, he adds, marks a complete change and manifests 
Europe’s determination to act independently from foe United 
States to remove injustice done to the Palestinians and to- 
rn aintain its strong ties with the Arab World. 


Al Dostonr daily commented on Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir’s reply to a message from President Bush in which he said 
that Israel has nothing new to offer at the negotiating table. Tbe 
message explains Israel’s views which do not consider “settlement 
construction” in the occupied Arab lands as an obstacle to peace, 
and can only talk to those Palestinians of its own choice excluding 
the Arab people in Jerusalem, the paper noted. It said that the 
Sh amir message has dearly ruined any prospects far a Palestinian* 
Israeli dialogue in Cairo and made U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker’s plan a mockery. With this message, Shamir is saying to 
Washington that it has to accept only IsraeFs views, foe paper 
continued. It is premature to know the U.S. administration’s 
reply to this message, said the paper, but our experience tells us 
that Washington would simply announce that it will continue the 
dialogue with “the Israeli ally" to reach an acceptable formula. 



View from Amman 





THROUGHOUT foe Islamic 
World, and even beyond, the 
cry is heard, “Islam is the 
solution.” “Aliahu Akbar,” 
God is Greater; it is empha- 
sised, it is the “only” solution. 
Is it foe lament of an alienated 
people yearning for something 
familiar ? Or is it a positive 
force struggling to offer a new 
path? The sounds of anguish, 
fury and the static of hostile 
noises make foe deafening 
sound so strong it is impossible 
to discern right from wrong. 

What is happening? Who are 
these new face s? Are they 
new? Where do they come 
from and where are they 
going? No cme seems to know 
for certain; nor does anyone 
know for sure what they want. 
Some say they want to keep 
time still, wide others insist 
they want to turn the dock 
bade. Some call them con- 
servative, others call them re- 
volutionaries while still others 
call them reactionaries. 


In Arabic they are called AI 
Usuliyun, those of foe roots, 
Al Salafiyun, those attached to 
foe ancestors, or sometimes 
just Islamiyuf), simply those 
attached to Islam, their reli- 
gion. Often, and this has be- 
come tiie general term encom- 
passing them, they are called 
foe fundamentalists. In foe 
concise edition of Webster’s 
New World Dictionary, 1962, 
the word “fundamental’' is de- 
fined as, "... of or forming a 
foundation, or basis; basic, 
essential...” Tbe term “fun- 
damentalism” is . defined, 
...orthodox religious beliefs 
based on a literal interpreta- 
tion of the Bible, and regarded 
as fundamental to Christian 
faith...” 

It is in ter e stin g to note that 
the term coined by the West- 
ern media to describe an Isla- 
mic phenomenon is used origi- 
nally by Webster’s Dictionary 
to describe a Christian phe- 
nomenon. The definition of 


these terms reveals several in- 
teresting ideas not commonly 
associated with Islamic ortho- 
doxy, or fundamentalism, 
especially when discussed by 
Western observers. First and 
most important, that fun- 
damentalism is not now, nor 
has it ever been, confined to 
the world of Islam; that fun- 
damentalism is also a Christ- 
ian, indeed a universal phe- 
nomenon, and that it describes 
foe attempt by believers of any 
faith to turn to something 
orthodox, correct, when they 
feel tbe need to do so. 

Can it be denied that foe 
world of Islam, indeed foe 
entire non- Western segment of 
humanity, has been feeling tbe 
need to torn to something 
famili ar, for ming a founda- 
tion, or basis” in the last two or 
three centuries? It was at foe 
end of foe Middle Ages, that 
Western civilisation, with its 
good, bad, beautiful and ugly 
burst upon foe world scene. 


attracting and often imposing 
its vision of the contemporary 
world as well as the world to 
come. Unlike any other civi- 
lisation before or .since, With 
tbe possible exception of the 
civilisation of Islam; it is a 
livin g , breathing, dynamte civi- 
lisation that questions and 
tests, elevates or discards all 
that stands in its path. It 
changes peoples and cultures 
foe very minute they come in 
contact with it, even those who 
disclaim or reject it. Like a 
virus that unleashes. a new 
force at foe moment of- con- 
tact, it too changes even those 
who reject it and steer dear of 
its path. 

So then other fundamental- 
isn is, in the long run, doomed 
very much like Christian fun- 
damentalism, was doomed be- 
fore tbe onslaught of Western 
civilisation though strands of it 
still survive. For those who. 
suffer the contact, and none 
can escape it, their life, their 


culture, their system is never 
the same. In fact, foe. agony 
beonnes-much deeper and the 
pain more profound as the 
level of resistance increases. In 
reviewing the experience of 
other cultures and other 
societies, it is precisely those 
who sought not to resist but to 
absorb, to adapt arid to' change., 
that have had the easiest - tran- 
sition. To change and. to adapt 
not only oneself and one’s cul- 
ture, but that of the invader as 
'well, at the same time taming 
both with an eye to survival 
above all else. It is foe sign of a 
dead culture that cannot 7 
c hang e or change the force that 
is sweeping across it. 

Thus it becomes obvious 

foal fundamentalism, - the - 
attempt to hold onto some- 
thing familiar j$ not an Islamic 
phenomenon alone. Indeed it 
Is universal. familiar to people - 
who find themselves, or think 
they find themselves in trouble 
or an unfamiliar ground. Sore- 


ly it is difficult ‘triton asockty^ 
thai has' lived maqca fflarice 

with a «atmn"fan»li ai ’ pattern* 
for so long, firids that Patent 

disrupted or no longer satisfac- 
tory.. And while. H.may<hsii&. 
the newly introduced idea*,; 

7 tools, and values it B still in a 
■ state of traiisrtiori fortn b©-\ 
. twcOT traditiontiiOTi andmMr 
entity. Nostalgia for the famil- 
iar is often as attractive' as - ttte 
desire for the exptorationaf 
the. new possibilities or. indulge . 
fa g in the new. comforts.^ 
Whither to Jtuxn? V.East - at: 
Wert? Forward,' to the o»- 

chartedrri«3Krttin.futiuje or to , 

stick with the familiar pattern : 
of the certainty, of 'behaviour 
arid ltolief? : Tliese are agonis^ 
irig questions tomqriprsodety 
in tr ansi tion arid Shook) notbe 
dismissed , in an unfeeling anf; 
insensitive manner. Even in 
the so-called mgrt ad^ 

Western societies, mese 
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NATO wooing Moscow into 
submission over united Germany 


‘Shadowy andunel^tod’ f 
advisers blamed far M 1 C — 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 


BRUSSELS — NATO, abandon- 
ing its earlier confidence that 
Moscow would give way, has 
started working flat out to allay 
Soviet objections to a united Ger- 
many being in tbe Western 
alliance. 

The latest proposal to this end 
is a West German one suggesting 
that limits be agreed soon at 
conventional arms talks in Vien- 
na on a united Germany's armed 
strength. 

This is something Moscow has 
repeatedly said it wants and 
Bonn, backed by France, is also 
pushing its Western allies to give 
financial aid to foe crippled 


Soviet economy. 

In a further move aimed at 
calming Soviet fears. West Ger- 
many wants NATO to agree to a 
non-aggression pact of some kind 
with its cold war enemies — foe 
countries of foe now-crumbling 
Warsaw Pact. 

Just a few weeks ago, NATO 
officials were confidently predict- 
ing Moscow would ' give in and 
foax German unification, foe key 
element of any new European 
order, could be completed quick- 
ly. What has brought the change 
of heart? 

“There is a very real fear that 
foe Soviet Union could hold out 
for a long time and that German 
unification would become mes- 
sy,” said one NATO diplomat. 


Israel, an Incarnation of cruelty 


To the Editor: 

THE Gaza Strip is a narrow piece of land in Palestine where over 
650,000 Palestinians Kve, 70 per cent of whom are refugees. These 
refugees live in various squalid camps within Gaza where they are 
prone to many inflictions caused by foe Israelis including open 
sewers where many diseases spawn. 

The Gaza Strip, a disaster area of poor and over-crowded 
conditions and continuous Israeli imposed curfews, became 
further violated by Israeli viciousness when on June 15, 66 small 
Arab children and babies were injured by a tear-gas grenade 
thrown into foe crowded UNRWA Swedish health centre after 
stone-throwing youths were chased there by six or seven Israeli 
soldiers. 

On Wednesday, June 20, tbe U.S. suspended its 18-monfo-oId 
dialogue with the Palestine Liberation Organisation because PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat refused to condemn a sea-borne Palesti- 
nian guerrilla raid on Israel. The suspension of the U.S. -PLO 
dialogue is a terrible blow to the peace process. 

Arabs have been overwhelmed by a persist e nt biased attitude 
of foe American government concerning events that take place in 
foe Middle East. Invariably, the American government takes a 
pro-Israeli stand and an anti-Arab one. 

How many polished politicians have visited the powder keg 
area of Jordan and Israel? What have they actually accomplished 
upon their return to their respective governments? President 
Bush doesn’t seem to have budged one inch. In fact, he seems to 
be taking two steps backward and one step forward. 

Why must world guilt for tbe injustice of Hitler be borne by the 
Palestinian people? Has the world actually gone mad thinking 
that Judaism is a race instead of a religion and that all of the 15 
milli on Jews around die world can be compressed into tiny 
Palestine? 

Zionism is an ocean of evil that has rolled in great waves over 
tbe earth. It has swept away many morals of mankind without 
mankind even knowing it. Israel is tbe brain-child of Zionism and 
Israeli evil is a flood winch is slowly drowning human conscience 
and humanity. 

While some scientists have dedicated themselves to saving and 
prolonging life, Israel is a war-machine poised in self-assertion 
and intent on annihilating tbe Palestinian people. No Palestinian 
within Israel is safe from these warmongers’ malicious grip. 

To tbe world at large and through very successful Zionist 
propaganda, Israel is still seen as a tiny democracy surrounded by 
a vast population of Jew-faating Arabs, still waiting for that chance 
to cast all Israelis into foe sea. On tbe surface, Israelis promote 
their self-assertions by a camouflage of kisses, smiles and pretence 
of democracy, while in fact, they are ruthless, malicious, evil and 
incarnation of cruelty. 

Meanwhile, Western foreign diplomats come with their Cheshire 
cat-like smiles, listen to our fears, dry our tears and return, most 
of them unmoved by foe persistent tragedy enacted in the 
occupied territories and foe influx of Soviet Jews which endangers 
not only foe ethnic identity of the Pales tinians bat also is a threat 
to Jordan. 

The one great hope wrought by Palestinian self-denial, years of 
patience and foe intifada were crashed by George Bush’s casual 
decision to suspend foe dialogue with foe PLO. One begins to 
wonder which country (America or Israel) is the leader and who is 
being led. Israelis themselves seem to have procured American 
hunting licences to kfll Palestinians at large regar dless of age or 
sex. The entire Ameiican-Palestinian-Arab-Israeli dilemma seems 
to east in a s ur re a l abstract “Twilight Zone” where only Arab 
death and suffering and Israeli evil are concrete facts spelling 
imminent disaster for not only foe Middle East but the world. 


The two German states are 
already on foe threshold of uni- 
fication and even the Soviet Un- 
ion says it cannot stop the pro- 
cess. As of this Sunday, they 
become one state in economic 
and monetary terms and Bonn 
wants all-German elections in 
December. 

But the concern at NATO is 
that foe security aspects of Ger- 
man unification, in which Mos- 
cow has a dear say, could lag 
behind domestic developments 
and that a united Germany would 
not have resolved foe issue of 
which alliance it should join. 

Moscow, citing security con- 
cerns and still bitter memories of 
more than 20 million Soviet dead 
in World War Q, has stoutly 
t mis ted the idea of NATO mem- 
benhip for Germany at foe so- 
called “two plus four” talks. 

These group the two Gennanys 
with the four allied powers — the 
Soviet Union, tbe United States, 
France and Britain — in discus- 
sions on security aspects of Ger- 
man unification. 

At tbe last “two plus four” 
meeting in East Berlin lately, 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze presented a plan 
which suggested United German 
forces should be limited to be- 
tween 200,000 and 250,000 men 
and that there should be a phased 
withdrawal of foreign forces from 
Germany. 

The plan was immediately re- 


jected by the West, which said it 
contradicted a fundamental prin- 
ciple that a united Germany 
should be a sovereign state. 

Tbe Western allies have also 
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should be a sovereign state. MANILA, - Philippine presi- 
Tbe Western allies have also dent Corazon Aquino faced a r "^74' 

said that German troop limits can damaging split in herraKngcoah- ^ ^ *. ' 

be discussed only at foe Vienna tion tins week after an outspoken ^ “ 

talks and only if Germany is not and angry attack by tirespeaker . 

singled out for special treatment, of congress on her new grassroots 
The latest idea being consi- political movement 


talks and only if Germany is not 
singled out for special treatment 

The latest idea being consi- 
dered at the 16-nation alliance’s 
Brussels headquarters, outlined 
by West German Foreign Minis- 
ter Hans-Dietrich Genscher late- 
ly, would appear to sidestep those 
problems neatly' while taking 
Soviet concerns into account 

Armed forces of a united Ger- 
many would be limited, but so 
would other allied, forces, accord- 
ing to foe scheme. 

But foe plan, one of several 
being considered, could also sig- 
nificantly complicate the current 
Vienna talks on cutting Conven- 
tional Forces in Europe (CFE), 
which so far envisage redactions 
only in U.S. and Soviet Troop 
levels. 

The alliance has already com- 
mitted itself to further talk s on 
troop cuts after an initial CFE 
treaty, which win reduce Soviet 
and U.S. troop levels to 195,000 
on each side in Central Europe 
and scrap thousands of pieces of 
heavy equipment. 

But Genscher says agreement 
on farther cuts should not be left 
until fresh talks, but readied in 
the current round. 
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groups and grassroots community Aquino's advisers of attempting ^ 

nronnkntionc ,*n naa. *k. r.. »-• ' 


organisations. 

The new movement will speed 


E. Yagfal 
Amman 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


to pass tbe blame for their fai- ;v : ^£ fu- 
tures on to congress/ - 

l.^foebga 
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Andy Capp 



rns WORTH A FORTUNE. WHEN 
WE GOT MARRIED WE COULD 
' — — 7 HAVE HAD ITJOR 

( NEXT TO NOTHING-) 



=5? 





Peanuts 



WELL, CHARLES AND I HAVE BEEN SITTING 
HERE MOST OF THE RW JUST WATCHING TV 
ANP....CHARLE5! I CAN’T EAT POPCORN (P 
YOU'RE H01PINGMY HANOI PlEASE^HARLE5> 
..ANP WE... CHARLES; PLEA5E! ANPUIE 
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-bomb ticking away 


_By .Paul Taylor 
. • Reuter 
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GAifA^-The bluest threat to 
Isfadi jbcacJtes tnay come not 

from seaborne Palestinian guer- 
rillas frit 7 a. rising tide of sewage 
;^p from the occupied 
: r , Gaza i Strip.^ ; — .... 

- Whatwrerthe fate of the 
“TsdKinrESri uprising in Israeli- 

- occupied ^Arab territories, still 
binx|i^2 s ?r?* , 8*y. in it® 31st 
month, frrpwts say the narrow 
'coastal with an exploding 
population and no natural re- 

' sources^ k time-bomb ticking in 
• IsracTs back yard. 

Untreated sewage, festering in 
oBpayed .overcrowded referee 
camps and pouring into the 
Mediterranean Sea, is just one 
hazmd-in what a U.N. official 
“ called ^ virions drde of sanitary 

- and environmental problems." 

Theyindude tapeworms gnaw- 
. rng'away at the intestines of many 
Palestinian -children, and salt 
seepingmto the area’s wells, 
thresUening the drinking water. 

. “JGaaa is a sewage time-bomb 
waiting to" explode," said Joyce 
Starr, co-chairman of the Global 
Strategy. Council, a U.S.-based 
think-tank working on world wa- 
ter problems. 

- “People rarely think of sewage 
as a strategic issue, but even if 
there is a peace agreement with 

- Israel, Gaza has reached the 
Emits of its disposable water re- 


sources,” she said. 

Starr said Israel refuses to in- 
vest in the infrastructure of the 
Gaza Strip, a sandy plain 45 
kilometres long and on average 
eight kilometres wide, which the 
Jewish state captured from Egypt 
in the 1967 Middle East war. 

Two U.N. agencies have (dans 
to build a sewage system there 
but do not have the S50 million 
the project would cost. 

"If I may be really cynical: if 
something really disastrous hap- 
pened, we might get the money.” 
said Jan Dahlman, a Swedish 
water expert with the U.N. Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees (UNRWA). 

He said raw sewage from most 
of Gaza City and the giant Sbari 
refugee camp was currently going 
directly into the sea. 

With Scandinavian understate- 
ment, he added: ”1 wouldn’t re- 
commend swimming off the Gaza 
coast." 

Prevailing currents carried the 
sewage northwards to Israel 
across an invisible sea border 
which no navy can seat, he said. 

No one knows exactly how 
many people live in the Gaza 
Strip but the density is one of the 
highest in the world, comparable 
with Calcutta. 

Israeli occupation authorities, 
in a classified 1987 study com- 
pleted on the eve of the intifada 
(uprising), estimated the popula- 
tion at 634.000 and forecast it 


would soar to one million by the 
year 2000. 

The impoverished Gaza 
population is largely dependent 
on work in Israel for subsistence. 

There are few local jobs — 
UNRWA is the biggest em- 
ployer with 4,500 staff — but 
some 60.000 Palestinians com- 
mute daily to menial jobs in the 
Jewish state. 

UNRWA officials say there has 
been something of a baby boom 
during the uprising, perhaps be- 
cause many families have been 
confined to their homes for pro- 
longed periods under curfew. 

Among Palestinians in the 
Gaza Strip, having many children 
is seen as an Islamic duty and a 
nationalist achievement. 

A slogan often heard in the 
refugee camps says: “wc are mak- 
ing the revolution in our beds.” 

The few development projects 
in which Israel was engaged be- 
fore the intifada stopped once the 
revolt erupted. 

A showcase rehabilitation 
programme allowing refugees to 
build their own homes in govern- 
ment housing projects outside the 
camps has been frozen for two- 
and-a-half years. 

In 10 years, about 70,000 re- 
fugees were rehoused in four 
neighbourhoods outside the 
camps. 

But even while it was in opera- 
tion, population growth far out- 


stripped the rate of building of 
new housing. 

UNRWA officials say the 
Israeli programme compounded 
the overcrowding problem be- 
cause a condition of rehabilita- 
tion was that the refugees destroy 
their camp shelter, leaving the 
plot disused. 

No new housing may be built in 
the camps and Israel does not 
allow the building of a second 
storey on refugee shelters. 

In winter, cesspits overflow, 
flooding homes in low-lying areas 
of the camps. Children play knee- 
deep in sewage water. 

In summer, untreated sewage 
seeping into the Wadi Gaza river 
bed draws swarms of mosquitoes 
spreading disease. 

"Intestinal parasites are a ma- 
jor problem. Among children in 
the camps, not less than 50 per 
cent have this infestation.” says 
Dr. Iyad AJ Rayyes, an UNRWA 
health official. 

He said health conditions had 
improved in the Gaza Strip. Ten 
years ago, gastroentiritis from 
contaminated food and water was 
the biggest cause of death. Today 
the main cause is chest infections. 

Israeli journalists Ehud Yaari 
and Zeev Schiff. in a recent book 
on the intifada, said the govern- 
ment quickly shelved the 1987 
report on "the Gaza district up to 
the year 2000” because its find- 
ings were too unpalatable. 






In summer, untreated sewage seeping tntn the Wadi Gaza river bed draws swarms of mosquitoes spreading disease. 
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Parliament 

- {Continued from page 1) 

: the PLO and said the dia- 
logue is not a goal for its sake but 
.ti means for convening an interna- 
tional peace conference on the 
.^fiddle East and for achieving a 
comprehensive and lasting peace 


3S. 


*-■ in the region. 


tentaionkf' ; 
is setting 7 
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wenra*” Egyptian Foreign Minister 
oegress fci Esmat Abdul Meguid said Tburs- 
aroed M* r : day he hoped Italy’s six-month 
to porci£ ' ' presidency of the EC would be 
that top#! decisive for the Middle East 
dinand - Italian government aides said 
|'t:: Abdul, Meguid expressed . the 
shwb1b[, --' hope' during talks with Prime 
tied Kjtql' Munster Ginlio Andreotti as he 
as a nfi^-begana three-day visit Thursday. 
992. State" “■ Italy: assumes the rotating EC 
flllnotffiL pfeffldency from Ireland on July 

AbduT Meguid also briefed 
^Andreotti on his recent visit to 
Washington to try to keep the 
peace process on track. 

. . Israeli Pirime Minister Yitzhak 
-Shanur- accused Italy of being 
hqstSe tO lsrael, in an interview 
with tin- Italian ' newspaper D 
Tempo published Friday. 
: ~Sfamxtir also said he was not 
pp0mtstic that Rome's six-month 
J-. presidency of he EC would help 
n ^\y.dWpgUe towards peace. 
n)UD ® jWe have many friends in Italy 
.but unfortunately the official atti- 
tude of the present government 
isn't friendly towards Israel,” the 
newspaper quoted him as saying. 
r . . . : ‘T see I in . Italy an extreme 
_J - - factiousness which goes as far as 
f: --!- not recognising Israelis' rights in 
t _ their own country. . . r hope all 
j^i.thfc isn’t manifested in any con- 
*-■ Crete way during Italy’s presiden- 

. Kuwait also expressed appre- 
'-datkraof the EC declaration on 
the Middle East, bnt appealed to 
*he EC. leaders to ensure imple- 
mentatioaL^o the letter. 
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Presents A Special 


Offer 


on all children's toys and accessories 


chicco 


From JUNE 25th to JULY 15th 1990 


MAKE USE OF THE 

(SB>s 

THROUGHOUT CHOOSING WHAT SUITS YOU TOO 
FROM OUR OTHER DEPARTMENTS 

ipsp B L-WUmi 

■* Rcieves you 

Daily from 9 am to 10 pm Seven - days a week 
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Under the patronage of 

Her Majesty Queen Noor 
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THE BRITISH COUNCIL 
AND THE 

Royal Endowment for 
Culture and Education 

PRESENT 


The English National Ballet 
at the Royal Cultural Centre 

on Thursday the 5th, Friday the 6th 
Saturday the 7th at 8:00 p.m. 

And a special matinee for students on Saturday 

the 7th at 3:00 p.m. 

Tickets are available at: 

☆ The Marriott Hotel ☆ The Safeway International 

☆ The Royal Cultural Centre and the British Council 

v 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
„ THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREK3H1 
'FORWARDING, OOOR-to 
OCkm SERVICES AND 

. deliveries , customs 
CLEARANCE , TiCWETS^L 
AND ■ RESERVATIONS. 


AMU* KAMAR& SONS 

■604676 604696 
. P.O.BOK 7806 



iX'? 


CROWN | 
INT’L EST. I 

packing, shipping, I 
forwarding, storagmg. 8 
clearing, door-lo-door k 
service - 



! The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room^.1 


IIAINITEL 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hoar Servkb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and. get> 

* JUMBO photo 
mbrrn 30 % larger 

r Fro • • nimrgm- 
mm ut 20 m 30 cm 

Shmeisam - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefiefa teb 823891 


0Ta eastern 


DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING. 
AIR & SEA FREIGHT. 


TEL : 621 775 FAX : 656 270 
TLX : 23 023 POB:815408 

AMMAN-JORDAN 


Saudi Real Estate 


#1 




DO 


ADD 


Real Estate 
Agency 
In Town 

Rental Dept. 
Call Soha 687821/22 


o Here 

“ Now 

The Minaret 



REAL ESTATE 


YOUR FIRST CHOICE IN 
SEARCHING FOR A! 
PROPERTY 


Just Can Us. 


Sales Dept. 833479 
Rental DepL£33478 


MOVING ? 


Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works, 

Door to Door. 


Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

ARAMEX— 
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• Thetirrt St best 
- a- CWneoe Restawwrt 

-1st Grde,O0aiArm&i near 
A^y^rGhis Sctiod - 



^ 12:00-3:30 p.m. 

: itn - -Mi dnigh t , 

- vi 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Tmkm away aemdmblm 

raw- 15-w 

18:00-2330 


Opendsii^i 



Wadi Saqra Road -near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman Jordan 

. Tel: 661922 y 


^ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
■ Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Birteque tor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. - 

\ 6:30 -Midnight y 


Rozeria 
Restaurant 

Looks , Feels & 

Tastes good 

TEL. 610719 
•FAX. 630572 

JABAL AMMAN, 2 nd C 1 RCLX 
BEHIND TUmOSH EM B A WY H 

jnrrrwnrm 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily T2 .30-3.30 pm 
- 7.30 -11. 30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Tbw»d& 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 


Jr 




tk 


TheftoiprcyPaixe Hotel *’* 

LOBBY LOUNGE 




tANO 
ENTERTAINMENT 
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Economic policy revolves 
around’ export-led growth 


By P.V. Vfoekanand 

* Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Export-led eco- 
nomic growth is die key ele- 
ment of the government’s 
approach to addressing the 
Kingdom's financial problems 
and unemployment, and the' 
cabinet is pursuing a multi- 
pronged programme of en- 
couragement to setting up new 
industries and helping local in- 
dustries to export more and 
thus creating employment 
opportunities, according to 
25ad Fariz, minister of industry 
and trade. 

The programme mainly in- 
cludes simplification of proce- 
dures of registering new indus- 
tries, consultations and advice 
to potential entrepreneurs, 
plans to merge the Free Zones 
Corporation with the Indust- 
-rial Estates Corporation and 
restr u ct ure the Jordan Com- 
mercial Centres Corporation 
(JCCC) into a frilly-export 
oriented organisation as well as 
customs duty exemptions on 
raw material to manufacture 
goods for export, Fariz told 
reporters in an informal brief- 
ing Thursday. 

"There is no restriction on 
investment in any sector,” the 
minister told reporters against 
the backdrop of heavy aitidsm 
of the government’s economic 
policy and approach to taAWng 
rising unemployment. “The, 
procedures of registering a new ' 
company can be jdone in a 
matter of hours... since the 
ministry no longer insists that 
die investor furnish feasibility 
studies etc. prim to registra- 
tion,” he said. 

He conceded, however, that 
there could be delays in other, 
procedures related to miuriap-- 
al regulations, environment, 
water and power supply, trans- 
port and technical aspects, and 
-said the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade was ready to help 
investors through these 
bureaucracies. A special unit 
'at the m ini st r y is offering help 
as well as consultations and 
advice to investors based on 
market studies, he said. 

' The National Fund for Em- 
ployment and Development 
has already been allocated 
JD 7 milli on and the govern- 
.meat expects to receive a $10 r 
million loan from the World 
Bank and "parallel financing 
'from other sources to the 
fund,” Fariz said. 

The JD 7 million allocation 
represents interest incurred on 
loans from West Germany 
from the date of the loan 
'agreeement to the day of 
actual disbursement of the* 
amount. The Bonn govern- 
ment agreed to waive the in- 
terest payment and that it be 
diverted to the fund after talks 
between senior officials from 
the two rides last week. 

"Given the objectives of tire 


fend, it is assisted by the World 
Bank, which has also secured 
assurances that this project will 
be helped with parallel financ- 
ing (of an equal amount as that 
of the World Baafc loan) from 
.other sources,” be said. 

The Industrial Development 
Bank (IDB) is h a nd lin g the 
fond. The delay in setting up 
the fond was one of tire areas 
of criticism levelled against the 
government last week by the 
liberal "National Bloc” as well 
as the Islamic Bloc in the Low- 
er House. The creation of the 
fund was promised in the poli- 
cy statement Prune Minister 
Mudar Badran to parliament 
early this year. 

Fariz told the briefing ses- 
sion, arranged by the Ministry 
of Information and attended 
by Minister of Information 
Ibrahim Izzeddin, that the gov- 
ernment was also studying a 
.proposal to merge the Free 
Zones Corporation with the 
I nHngrrial Estates Corporation 
with a view to “reducing 
bureaucratic procedures and 
moder nising the infrastructure 
of the Industrial Estates Cor- 
poration.” A study has been 
undertaken tty the United Na- 
tions Development Program- 
me (UNDP) to review the pros 
and cons of the proposal, he 
said adding that there was a' 
“considerable increase in the 
number of investments in the 
Free Zones Corporation since 
early this year. 

Experts grow 

According to the minister, 
national exports registered a 
growth of 36 per cent in dinar 
terms and eight per cent in 
dollar terms daring die first 
five months of 1990 compared . 
with corresponding figures 
from 1S89. Exports grew by 11 
per cent in dollar terms last 
year, he said. Figures released 
in Parliament last week said 
Jordan exported goods with JD 
240 million during the first five 
months of 1990. Imports grew 
only by three per cent during 
the tint five months of this 
year, according to Fariz. 

The minister described as 
"realistic” an envisaged target 
of JD 700 million in exports for 
1990. The projection has been 
made by the Amman Chamber 
of Industry based on the per- 
formance of Jordanian expor- 
ters during the first five months 
tins year. The Kingdom's ex- 
ports daring last year 
amounted to JD 360 million. 

The Ministry of Industry and 
Trade also plans to set up a 
special unit with die aim of 
encouraging the services sec- 
tor, one of the traditionally 
strong areas of the national 
economy. Fariz said the unit 
would extend help to consul- 
tancy and management firms in 
the country with a view to 
making available expert advice 


and consultancy services not 
only for projects in Jordan but 
also elsewhere in the region. 

Turning to inflation and cost 
of living, the minister said the 
average price index indicated 
that prices rose by seven per 
cent between January and end 
of May. He noted that this 
figure was lower than the 12 
percent envisaged in an econo- 
mic restructuring programme 
agreed with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Fariz said the government 
would bring these aspects into 
focus in response to Parliament 
criticism over these issues and 
subsidies as well as the Cabinet 
decision to float the prices of 
red meat. 

WdHMkuiced’ p rag ramu e 

“We have a well-balanced 
programme to fight inflation, 
and it property addresses un- 
employment and poverty,” he 
said. “It has very good econo- 
mic balance while (providing 
for the care) of the poor,” he 
stressed. "The impact of (ev- 
ery economic decision) on the 
poor is of a prime concern for 
the government.” 

According to the Minister, 
the move to allow the import 
of livestock for local breeding 
anrf slaughter and a free mar- 
ket for red meat after decades 
of government control and 
subsidy “is in the interest of 
the country.” 

"There was no fair distribu- 
tion of the subsidy,” Fariz said. 
"It was in favour of the rich. 
The floating of the prices is in 
the interest of everybody and 
will rationalise cons u mption... 
in addition to encouraging the 
trade sector, offering job 
opportunities (in breeding 
livestock) and lessening the 
burden on the budget.” 

According to Fariz, die gov- 
ernment's efforts to encourage 
exports include moves to set up 
an export guarantee scheme 
and a special bank to finance 
exports in addition to arrang- 
ing rediscounting facilities at 
the Central Bank of Jordan, 
and inreasing IDB help for the 
import of primary material for 
manufacturing industries. 

Focus is also given to enter- 
ing bilateral trade agreements 
with importing countries, and 
allowing the private sector to 
take charge mid ran the JOCI 
"to help exports in all its ele- 
ments — advice, information, 
marketing and direct support.” 

Such support has assumed 
high significance in the wake of 
problems faced by Jordanian 
exporters in some of their tra- 
ditional market. 

Recently enacted legislation 
on imports by the Iraqi govern- 
ment has adversely affected 
many Jordanian industries, 
which,. for years, have oriented 
their products towards the Ira- 
qi market. "It is a matter of 


Congress approves aid bill 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — The 
House of Representatives has 
approved a $ 15,770-million fore- 
ign aid bOI that cuts bade military 
assistance programmes while 
boosting economic assistance, 
especially to sub-Saharan Africa 
and Eastern Europe. 

The measure, passed by a 308- 
■ 117 vote June 28, would shift 
funding toward economic and de- 
velopment programmes centred 
on trade development, child sur- 
vival progrmmes, refugees, 
population planning and environ- 
mental concerns. 

Before giving final approval to 
the measure, the House 
approved, 260-163, a controver- 
sial amendment that earmarks $7 
milli on in non-lethal aid to the 
non-Communist resistance forces 
in Cambodia, while prohibiting 
any direct or indirect aid to the 
Khmer Rooge. 


House members who sought to 
strip out the item contended that 
the resistance forces trying to 
oast the current pro- Vietnamese 
government in Cambodia are 
closely linked with the Khmer 
Rouge, a group charged with 
carrying out genoddal policies 
while in control of Cambodia in 
the 1570s. The Bush admimsra- 
tion strongly supports the amend- 
ment. 

House opponents, mainly 
Democrats, said the issue is sure 
to come up again when the over- 
all bill advances to the Senate for 
consideration. 

Supporters of the Bush admi- 
nistration prevailed again in turn- 
ing back a House floor effort to 
channel $1.5 million in voluntary 
family planning assistance to 
Romania through the Interna- 
tional Planned Parenthood Fed- 


eration and the United Nations 
Fund for Population Activities. 

While the family planning 
assistance funds were overwhel- 
mingly approved the House first 
adopted, 224-198, an amendment 
deleting any reference to the two 
groups, which are accused by 
antiabortion groups of supporting 
coercive abortion policies in Chi- 
na. 

Though the two named family 
planning organisations are the 
only ones currently operating in 
Romania, the bill as passed 
leaves it up to the U.S. Agency 
for International Development to 
select another contractor it deems 
appropriate. Representative 
■ Christopher Smith, a Republican 
•who moved to delete the two 
named groups, warned their in- 
clusion could prompt a presiden- 
tial veto of the entire bill. 


Traffic jams in the sky 
threaten aircraft producers 


By Mkheia Wrung 

Renter 

TOULOUSE, France — Aircraft 
builders say die sky’s the limit for 
new civilian jet orders, btit aerial- 
traffic j ams might stop sales from 
soaring too high. 

The skies are already over- 
crowded with 7,500 jets, but the 
European consortium Airbus In- 
dustrie predicts more congestion 
since 12^00 new planes will be 
.needed between now and 2008, 
when passenger loads are ex- 
pected to be almost three times 
heavier. 

Traffic jams might mean in- 
creased accident risks and de- 
layed flights for passengers, but 
tor the industry they are of extra 


concern because of the threat 
they represent to expansion in the 1 
new aircraft market, which indus- 
try analysts say should be worth* 
almost $700 billion. 

“The biggest problem we see is 
congestion,” said David Jen- 
nings, Airbus marketing vice- 


Air traffic control systems, 
whose limits are dictated .by 
national boundaries rather than 
efficiency, will have to be radical- 
ly altered to cope frith the in- 
crease in flights, he said in an 
interview this week. 

“The (present air traffic con- 
trol) system will not be able to 
achieve traffic growth as pre- 
dicted by Airbus and its competi- 
tors.” 


• Airbus estimated that some 
5,500 new aircraft will be needed, 
by 2008 to replace ageing airliners- 
while the remainder of the 12,200 
total wiD meet new demand. 

Airbus’s main U.S. competi- 
tor, Boeing, issued its own study 
fo April predicting nearly 10,000 
jets would be needed between 
now and 2005. 

Presenting the study. Boeing 
Marketing Vice-President John 
Hayfaurst warned of risks posed 
by higher fuel taxes, a shortage of 
{dots and mechanics and infras- 
tructure problems. 

“Congestion is a real problem, 
representing a greater risk than 
all the others put together,” 
Hayhurst said. 



Zfatd Fariz 

policy (for the Iraqi govern- 
ment), and such curbs are not 
limited to Iraq, Fariz said. 
"We are advising the exporters 
to diversify their market as 
well as products and not to rely 
on a sole export market.” 

Similar problems are also 
encountered with Egypt, and 
Jordan hopes to tackle the 
issue during the meeting next 
month of the joint trade com- 
mittee of the two countries, the 
minister added. 

Fariz said there was no plan 
to set up a go v ern m ent-owned 
insuran ce company as called 
for by the Islamic Bloc in 
P&rfiament. “It is not desir- 
able,” be said. "We believe 
that we have very active insur- 
ance companies which are very 
much aware of what is ex- 
pected of them.” 

The iwwiM*i»-r conceded that 
there was ground to charge* 
that go v e rnm ent investments 
were jacking m several areas. 
He said the Jordan Investment 
Corporation (JIC), the state 
agency which manages govern- 
ment investments — 
capital from the multi-mBSon 
dinar Social Security Corpora- 
tion (another target of critfehm 
in Parliament) — was looking 
into die issue. 

The government is seeking 
to separate agricultural credit 
facilities from die functions of 
the Jordan Cooperative Orga- 
nisation (JCO). "We believe 
that the JCO should be more 
involved in pro moti ng coop- 
eratives than in agricohnre cre- 
dits,” the minister said. 

Fariz also conceded that 
there were problems related to 
exports of agricultural produce 
to Europe, and die ministr y 
was trying to find solutions in 
conjoction with the Ministry of 
Transport, Royal Jordanian, 
die national carrier, and die 
Ministry of Agriculture. 
According to exporters, one of 
the main problems is what they 
see as certain monopoly- 
oriented policies and regula- 
tions of Royal Jordanian. In 
addition, experts say, a recent- 
ly enacted law thru foreign- 
registered refrigerated tracks 
can pick up Jordanian produce 
only after obtaining prior 
approval could adversely affect 
the Kingdom’s efforts to boost 
agricultural exports to Europe. 


Meeting 
calls for 
diversification 
of Palestinian 
industry 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Arab academics in the' 
Israeli-occupied territories' 
have called for diversifying 
Palestinian industry and asked 
Arab countries to open their 
markets to West Bank goods to 
reduce residents’ dependence 
on Israel. 

At a conference in occupied 
Jerusalem, some SO academics 
and businessmen Wednesday 
discussed a two-year study on 
West Bank industry by eco- 
nomists from Al Najah Uni- 
versity in the West Bank city of 
Nablus. 

The academics said that 
Arab industry, mainly food 
products, footwear and plas-. 
tics, represented just eight per 
cent of all West Bank econo- 
mic output. 

They said the Israeli occupa- 
tion authorities had refused to 
grant licences for new factories 
and called for launching small- 
scale industrial enterprises to 
circumvent such restrictions. 

The academics also asked 
Arab countries to drop restric- 
tions on manofoctared goods 
from the West Bank. 

Palestinians waging a 30- 
month-old revolt against; 
Israeli occupation have largely 
fjtiycotted products made in 
Israel in a bid to promote self- 
sufficiency. 

“The intifada had had posi- 
tive impact on promoting 
Palestinian industrial pro- 
ducts” said Samir Abdallah, 
an economics lecturer^ 
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Norwegian oil pay 
talks deadlocked 


OSLO (R) — Pay talk* between 
Norwegian oil workers and em- 
ployees were deadlocked Friday, 
threatening to spark a strike that 
would halt North Sea oil and gas 
output from the weekend. 

“We are still in negotiations 
and hopefully we will finish 
tomorrow evening,” said Roald 
Larsen, deputy leader of the ofl 
Workers’ Collective Union, 
which has around 6,000 mem- 
bers. , 

“So far there’s been no prog- 
ress, bat we’re optimistic,” he 
added. The union would order a 
strike from midnight (2200 GMT) 
on Saturday if there was no 
breakthrough. 

A strike could stop Norway’s 
output of 1.70 milli on barrels of 
ofl a day, tire most of any West 
Euro p ean country after Britain 
— and wrath more than $27 
miflio n a day. Norway is also a 
major gat producer. 


Fears of a strike, which would 
be the first such stoppage in 
Norway since a 19-day strike 
halted oil output in 1986,- have 
poshed up ofl prices on world 
markets in recent days. , 

Although only 6,000 workers 
are in the Oil Workers’ Collective 
Union they are in key jobs and so 
can halt most production systems 
and pipetines.. Around 65,000 
people work in the petroleum, 
industry in Norway. 

Oil companies were making 
contingency plans to lift all but 
essential nwintenanM and cater- 
ing workers off North Sea plat- 
forms. 

“We’re hoping for the best bat 
fearing the worst” said Sander 
Bull-Gjertsen, spokesman for 
Phillips’ Petroleum Company’s 
Norwegian unit; which operates 
the Ekofisk field, producing 
around 240,000 barrels per day. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, Jane 28, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


- French franc 119.4 1204 

™ ** Japanese yon (for 100) 432J 434.7 

667.0 671.0 Dutch guilder 356-3 358.4 

1161-4 1168.4 Swcdnb crown -110.6 11L3 

401.1 403J ftaSaa Era (for 100) 54.7 553) 

473J 476.7 Bdgsm franc (for 10) 195.5 196.7 




1 LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


Swire base 



One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7415.25 

1.1680/90 

1.6710/15 

1.8815/25 

1.4150/60 

3433/38 

5.6175/6225 

1226/1227 

15230/30 

644500500 

6.4175/4225 

63550/3600 

35230/353.00 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
I talian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
05. dollars 



TOKYO — Tokyo stocks were lower at dose in moderate trade 
ahead of the weekend. Aftra an early morning surge on a firmer 
yen, trade subsided. The Nikkei fell 165.95 to 31,94034. 

SYDNEY — The share market ended firmer with the day’s main 
feature being end of financial year window dressing and options 
■ exercises. The All Ordinaries rose six to 1,500.7. 

HONG KONG — Prices of bine chips consolidated as trading 
focused on smaller stocks. Only three blue chips were among the 
10 most traded stocks. The Hang Seng Index raided 4.96 up at 
3,278.24. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices raided slightly weaker but off the 
day's lows on a reduced volume. The Straits Times Industrial 
Index fefl 4.77 to 1,526.96. 

BOMBAY — A wave of buying swept the Bombay Stock 
Exchange, pushing its index to a new high for the fifth day in a 
row. The index surged 16.01 points, or 1.92 per cent, to 850.50 
and rose 35.78 pouts on the week. 

FRANKFURT — Shares slipped nearly one per cent on the eve of 
.German monetary union, but dealers said they were not' worried 
about the market’s future. The Dax Index dosed down 15.27* 

PARIS — Pemer rose 12 francs to 1,582 after ageing Chairman 
Gustav Leven stepped down. The CAC-40 index lost 3.38 points 
to 2,035.03. 

LONDON — Expiry of the Jane FTSE futures contract gave 
shares a roller-coaster day. “There was such a lot of mucking 
around ea riy on i t was difficult to see what was going on," a trader 
said. The FTSE Index ended op 18.9 points at 2374.6. 

NEW YORK — President George Bush encouraged Wall Street 
with comments about lower interest rates. At 1644 GMT the Dow 
Jones industrial average was up 4.95 to 2,883.66. 




THE Daily Crossword* 


ACROSS 
1 Boaters 
5 ShiKong is Its 
capital 

10 Algonquin* 

14 Step — (hurry) 

15 Metric 
measure 

16 ben 
■ Adhere" 

17 Regarding 
16 — ease 

19 Ancestral 
wisdom 

20 Uriel In 
“Paradise 

• Lost** 

23 Heretofore 

24 Speechifies 
26 Racetrack 

deal 

28 OK, city 

29 Part of TGIF: 
abbr. • 1 

30 Wallet Items 
34 Part 

36 Booth 

38 Soccer great _ 

39 Madrid month 

41 Sd. subf. . 

42 Turn outward - 

44 Tel — 

45 Shea team 

46 Kind of room 

47 Holbrook. “ . 

49 Wriggler 

51 Mora chl-ehl 
S3 Impede 
58 Hoffman film 
62 Cooer 
.63; Scent 

64 "Hawkaye" 

65 Kind of code 

66 Reds and 
Cuba 

67 Requisite 

68 Army food . 

69 Exhausted 

70 — point (type 
of atltcti) 

DOWN 

1 Biscay feeder 

2 Tube or man 
preceder 

3 Lament 

4 Dutch paintar 


HiiiaSHalappy 

aBBB 3BBBH dBiaiSJ 
aBBB 3BEBB aB^Bl 
dflBBdflBBBBSBSii 1 
3BBBIB 

ana ami 
ana anas aaBBB| 
5bbb aBatsa aag§l 
aBsaa assn aassssi 
aflB aaB aaa i 
aBBaflfl aBaaaii 
aflHBBaaaissBBiiig] 
aBBB aBBBB aBBSS] 
asBB assfls aBUttl 
aBBB asB^saBiil 


e-mo Ttftxuw Modta9«vfc«Mnc- 
. ATHtoMt HMMnnd .... 


5 Seemingly . . . t 
' 6 Fr. town . 

7 Ego. ' 

■B Small . 

(suspect) 

6 Procedure- 

10 Latin dance 

11 Military order 

12 Choice 
building spot 

13 Petition 

21 San Francisco 
hill 

22 Times of note 
25 Beverly of the 

Met 

27 Of sound 

28 Mountain nest 

30 “Turanctot” 

e.g: . 

31 Poe word 

32 Choices - 

33 Homily: abbr. 
35 Q.T. book 

37 Pro — 

40 Weather word 
43 Afterward 
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48 Believers bu . 56 Western show : 
euff. • 57 .Pairs “ ‘i. 

50- Zodiac sign 59 Handshake v. 
52 Brain children - 60 Sharpen • -• 

54 Nasal sound 61 Govt, -worker*; 

55 More fit ~ 82 Weir ' , -.7. ‘ 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD &AME r 
a ^r Henri Arnold and BotoW 


iAtacrambie these four Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, toform 
four onfinaiy words: ' 












[aid 

lain 

iaiii 

!■ ai 
i a |8 

I* 

iiaai 


iron 
1113(1(1(1: 

trana m 
i nnnnrr.i 
■nnonn „ 
n rum] 
inn nor. 
□[ rwjr 
jnnnnr 
nnrmn 
in 

i .nnnnr 

inn oiu 
inn 

inn nr 
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Czechoslovaks set to cash 
in on World Cup success 


Capnati 


WIMBLEDON, England (AP) 
— Jennifer Capriati survived 
peril aps the toughest test of her 
-young career Friday to advance 
to .the fourth round at Wimble- 
don. 

Capriati, the 14-year-old 12th 
seed from the United States who 
seems to set records for youthful 
triumph whenever she steps on a 
court, blew match points but re- 
bounded from a second-set 
marathon to win the final six 
games and beat Rlbin White 7-5, 
6-7, 6-3. 

It left her 4-1 in three-set 
matches since she turned pro in 
March, but also with some doubts 
mixed with homesideness. 

“I was thinking that it was good 
that I was able to pull that out,” 
Capriati said. “But I was upset, 
saying; “why aren't you -‘dosing 
these matches out?”’ 

Capriati would next paly top- 
ranked Steffi Graf, but the no. 1 
seed had to play Claudia Kobde- 
Kilsch later in the day. 


CERNOBBIO, Italy (R) ■— 
While their countrymen struggle 
to make ends meet at home, 
Czechoslovakia's soccer team 
must be thinking there is no cash 
shortage at the World Cup finals. 

Many Czechoslovak players, 
denied the right to leave for the 
West by their former communist 
rulers until they were 30, have 
been showered with lucrative 
offers during their stay in Italy. 

While the country worries ab- 
out its economy surviving the free 
market after this month's first 
democratic elections for nearly 
half a century, most of Jozef 
Venglos’s side know their finan- 
cial futures are secure as they 
head towards a quarter-final dash 
with West Germany at the 
weekend. 

The players, who moved into a 
luxury hotel at scenic Lake Como 
Wednesday, know they are rais- 
ing their prospective transfer fees 
with every performance. 


Italian first division side Genoa 
have snapped up striker Tomas 
Skuhravy, the tournament's top 
scorer with five goals, on a three- 
year contract worth more than 
$500,000 to the burly Sparta Pra- 
gue forward. 

Midfielders Michal Bilek and 
Ivan Hasek, defender Miroslav 
Kadlec and goalkeeper Jan Ste- 
jskal are negotiating moves to 
other Western dubs. 

“I think it’s a good thing that 
players move away,” said Veng- 
los who is expected himself to 
take up a coaching job abroad 
after the World Cup. 

"They bring new experiences 
of life in and outside soccer to the 
national team. The team has a 
great opportunity to show their 
skills here. But the lads are all 
experienced and I don’t think 
they will put personal ambitions 
before the good of the team,” he 
added. 

The Czechoslovaks are prepar- 


ing for Sunday’s match in Milan 
in the lakeside village of Ce mob- 
bio, exclusive hideaway of rich 
American, Swiss and Arab 
businessmen. 

The average Czechoslovak fac- 
tory worker's salary would not 
last long here. Guests pay 
600,000 lire ($500) a night at one 
of Europe’s most glamorous 
hotels just down the road. A 
small bowl of simple pasta and 
bottle of mineral water at the 
local cafe costs some 15,000 lire 
($12.5). 

“Como is probably the most 
expensive town in Italy,” one 
local resident said. “It's not really 
for tourists, it's for well-off 
businessmen. ” 

Czechoslovak soccer will not 
lose its stars without some com- 
pensation. Under new rules 
agreed last month, the soccer 
federation is taking its own cut 
from the transfer fries to promote 
the domestic game. 


Belgians feel cheated 


BOLOGNA (R) — Belgium feel 
as cheated as Brazil at bowing out 
of foe World Cup in the second 
round. 

“Now Belgium and Brazil - 
two teams which deserved to go 
Further - are out of the World 
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MAKING WRONG APPEAR RIGHT 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* 83 

:<? Q 8 763 
0 K J 

: * 10 75 2 
WEST - EAST 

• K 7 * 9 6 5 2 

7 JW9 ? K 42 

09863 074 

♦ A Q 4 3 * K J 9 6 

SOUTH 

* A Q I TO 4 
S?-A 5 - 

. O A Q 10 5 2 

* 8 


The bidding: 
South . West 

North 

East 

I 4 

Pass 

1 NT- 

Pass 

2 0 

Pass . 

2 <P 

Pass 

3 < 

Pass 

3. * 

Pass 

4 * 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Jack of 
They must have played bridge in 
ancient Greece. What else could 
have prompted Terence . to pen: 
“There is a demand for men who 
can make wrong appear right." 

The bidding requires some expla- 
nation. North’s no trump response 
was forcing, so Sooth’s diamond 
rebid could have been made on a 
three-card suit. Thereat of the auc- 
tion was natural.. 

Sitting West was our old friend 
Lee Hazen-of New York! He led the 


jack of beans, ducked round to de- 
clarer's ace. There are those who 
might count 10 tricks with the South 
hand, but declarer either couldn’t 
count that high or didn't stop to do 
so. 

A diamond to the jack provided 
the entry for a spade finesse. West 
ducked smoothly. Impressed with 
the success of this maneuver declar- 
er crossed back to the table with the 
diamond king to repeat the trump 
finesse. The roof fell in. 

Hazen took his king of spades 
and continued with a low diamond. 
East ruffed and shifted to a club. 
West took his queen and gave part- 
ner another diamond ruff, and the 
defenders still had a heart trick com- 
ing for down two. 

Back in the old country a player 
could have been shot for playing a 
hand so lacka d aisic a lly. Declarer 
should have banged out the ace and 
queen of spades immediately after 
winning the first trick, although one 
trump finesse might have been toler- 
ated. But when that succeeded there 
was.no excuse for not continuing 
with ace and another trump. 


Cup. I have coached Belgium In 
108 matches and this was one of 
the very best, Guy Thys has said. 

Brazil went out when Argen- 
tine Claudio Caniggia scored 10 
minutes from time. 

Belgium’s fate was even more 
cruel. England substitute David 
Platt torpedoed their hopes one 
minute before the end of extra 
time. 

“Bad luck exists. We domin- 
ated three-quarters of die match 
and the team played magnificent- 
ly. We hit the post twice. It just 
wasn’t our day, but I am very 
proud of the side,” Thys said'. 

“We can hold our heads up 
high,” be noted. 

“Only now am I starting to 
realise what happened,” said 
veteran captain Jan Ceulemans, 
who hit the post early on. 

“It’s hard to accept. The En- 
glish were just waiting for the 
penalty shoot-out,” he said. 


Bangladeshi 
Passport Lost 

I, Mohammad Farid 
Mayya, have lost my 
Bangladeshi passport 
No. C 535776, issued 
from Dhaka. 

If anyone finds it, he is 
kindly requested to call 
Tel. 833759 or hand it 
to the nearest police 
station. 


“It hurts,” said defender 
Stephane Demol. “This just 
shows you don't really have to 
play well to win. If we play this 
match 10 times again, we would 
win it nine times,” he said. 

Thys said Enzo Scifo, criticised 
in the past few years for playing 
too selfishly and slowly, had been 
outstanding this time. 

Scifo said : “I don't really 
care. Tm just too disappointed. 
We were the better team and it is 
hard to accept defeat. Losing like 
this, a goal in the last minute, is 
the worst thing that could have 
happened to us.” 

Thys said be was no longer 
interested in watching the rest of 
the tournament. 

Thys bowed out as national 
coach last July after leading Bel- 
gium in 101 matches, but was 
asked to return following the 
shock dismissal of his successor 
Walter Meeuws. 





Bette Midler - Uly Tomlin 
in 


BIG BUSINESS 


After Completion of Renovations 

GRANADA HOTEL 

Welcomes you to a pleasant stay 

First Circle - Jabal Amman - behind 
Saudi Consulate - Tel: 622617/638031 


Saisabii | Irish aim to confound 

bids to win 
Irish Derby 


II H d i 4 1 1 


II Id 


DUBLIN (R) — Dual classic 
winner Saisabii bids Sunday to 
become the first filly to win the 
Irish Derby in 90 years — but die 
will have to be at her very best to 
beat Epsom Derby victor Quest 
For Fame. 

Europe's richest classic has 
turned into the race of the year 
thanks to the sporting decision of 
Sheikh Ham dan AI Maktoum to 
run Saisabii, an impressive win- 
ner of the English 1,000 Guineas 
and then an effortless five-length 
scorer in the Oaks. 

But first-season trainer Roger 
Charlton is determined to spoil 
the Saisabii party and land him- 
self a unique record. 

He won the French Derby with 
Sanglamore, the Epsom classic 
three days later with Quest For 
Fame and now tries for a hat-trick 
never achieved before by any 
trainer. 

“I find the likelihood of win- 
ning all three almost impossible 
to believe,” be confessed before 
the 600.000 punt ($900,000) race 
at the Curragh. 

“To win the Irish Derby would 
mean a bell of a lot to me even 
though I think I have already won 
my share of derbies this year,” 
said the lanky 40-year-old who 
has bad such a dream start to his 
new career. 

The prize money for the race 
was boosted by 180,000 punts 
($270,000) with supplementary 
late entry fees paid for Saisabii, 
Quest For Fame and the Derby 
winner’s stable companion De- 
ploy. 

Chariton insisted, ‘T wouldn't 
describe Deploy as just a pace- 
maker. He is there on his own 
merits and has the form to take 
his chance." 

It was confirmed Friday De- 
ploy will be ridden in the 12- 
furlong (2.4 km) race by Walter 
S win bum. As usual Pat Eddery 
will be on Quest For Fame with 
Willie Carson piloting Saisabii. 

Sheikh Mohammad's Belraez 
could yet spoil the party for both 
classic winners. The colt beat 
Quest For Fame in the Chester 
Vase but was ruled out of the 
Epsom Derby because of injury. 
Henry Cecil, trainer of last year's 
winner Old Vic, has got him back 
to fighting fitness and ready to 
spring a surprise. 

The field has quality in depth 
because the dual classic winners 
mil also be challenged by Blue 
Stag, runner-up in the Epsom 
Derby, and Kaheel, who was 
fourth in that race behind Quest 
For Fame and is still a maiden. 

Hie Irish have virtually no 
chance of scooping the big prize. 
Only three of the runners are 
Irish-trained — Alterezzi, 
Emperor Chang and Super Flame 
— and all are rank outsiders. 

Entitled, who was third in 
1987, has been the only Irish 
runner to get in the first three in 
the last four runnings of the Irish 
Derby. 


ROME (APj — Ireland, the mys- 
tery team of the World Cup, aims 
to confound critics once again by 
defeating Italy in the quarterfin- 
als Saturday. 

Ireland's meeting with Italy in 
Rome shares top-billing Saturday 
with defending champion Argen- 
tina’s clash with Yugoslavia in 
Florence. 

The other two quarterfinals are 
scheduled for Sunday, with 
Cameroun hoping to continue the 
Third World soccer revolution 
against England in Naples and 
West Germany facing Czechoslo- 
vakia in Milan. 

The experts can't figure out 
how the fighting Irish have made 
it to the last eight in their first 
World Cup appearance. 

The Irish team is a collection of 
hard-running over-achievers, 
many of whom were deemed not 
good enough to play for England 
or Scotland before opting to wear 
the green jersey. 

Ireland's lack of creativity has 
been the subject of scorn and the 
team has made it to the last eight 
despite having yet to win a match. 

The Irish drew all three of their 
first-round matches and then adv- 
anced to the last eight with a 
penalty shootout win over 
Romania. 

Manager Jack Charlton has 
said he won’t mind if Ireland wins 
the World Cup without winning a 
game. He was only half-joking. 

Ireland's style is based almost 
entirely on out-running the 
opposition — a direct contrast to 
the silky skills of the Italians. 

The Irish are now riding an 


unbeaten run of 17 matches, no 
fewer than nine of which have 
been draws. 

Six of the last seven matches 
they have played have been 
draws — most of them grinding 
affairs with technical skills at a 
mi nimum and effort at a max- 
imum. 

Charlton, an Englishman who 
won a World Cup winners’ medal 
in 1966, is well aware of the 
limitations of his team. He plays 
to those limitations. 

“Ours is basically a hustling 
game,” he concedes cheerfully. 
“We prefer to play the game in 
the opponents' half of the field. 
Then, if things go wrong, we have 
the other half to recover in.*' 

There are no scars on the Irish 
team. Strikers John Aldridge and 
Tony Cascarino have failed to 
score a goal between them. 

Yet the Irish have tremendous 
rapport with their supporters de- 
spite many team members having 
only tenuous links with the coun- 
try they are representing with 
such pride. 

Only four Irish-born players — 
Pat Bonner, Steve Staunton, 
Kevin Moran and Niall Quinn — 
were in the team that edged past 
Romania. 

Others, including Scottish-bom 
midfielder Ray Houghton and 
London-native Tony Cascarino, 
speak with accents far removed 
from those of their teammates. 

Not one member of the Irish 
squad plays in his home .country. 
Most are based in England and 
Scotland, some in the obscurity of 
the English second division. 


Many qualify for Ireland mere- 
ly because of their fortune in 
having Irish parents or grandpa- 
rents. If not for that, many would 
□ever have had the chance to play 
international soccer at all. 

On Saturday night at Rome’s 
Olympic stadium they will face 
the might of Italy — Salvatore 
Schillad, Roberto Baggio and all. 

For all their humble origins. 
Charlton will make certain his 
players are not intimidated by the 
occasion. 

Charlton, a rugged, uncom- 
promising centre-half in his play- 
ing days, would like nothing more 
than for Ireland to go one better 
than England in the cham- 
pionship. 

He once applied for the job as 
manager of England, but did not 
receive the courtesy of a reply. 

Most of the quarter-finalists 
took life easy Thursday, although 
there still were some posers to be 
solved by Cameroun’s Soviet 
coach Vaiery Nepomnyashcrty. 

Four players — Victor N'Dip, 
Jules Onana, Andre Kana Biyik 
and Emile Mbouh — all are 
suspended after receiving two 
yellow cards in the tournament. 

“We've checked out who will 
replace them, but there still are 
some questions.'* Nepomnyashchy 
said. 

Argentina, meanwhile, is cer- 
tain to have its deadly duo of 
Diego Maradona and Claudio 
Caniggia intact for its meeting 
with Yugoslavia. 

Maradona's injured left ankle 
is “a little better,” according to 
coach Carlos Bilardo. 


West German coach envies 
strength of Italian defence 


ERB A, Italy (AP) — As chances 
increase for a West Germany - 
Italy World Cup final. German 
coach Franz Beckenbauer pon- 
ders the difficulties of breaking 
the Italian defence. 

“It's almost impossible to 
break through the Italian de- 
fence, and it's good to know that 
we can face Italy only in the 
final,” Beckenbauer said. 

The two teams are in different 
quarterfinal groups and would 
met in the July 8 final in Rome if 
both win their next two matches. 
West Germany plays Czechoslo- 
vakia in the quarterfinals Sunday 
and Italy plays Ireland Saturday 
night. 

“Italy thinks of defence first of 
all and it’s a team extremely 
difficult to beat . Yet all teams can 
be beaten. We hope this can 
happen when we play Italy. But 
we will need to have the Gods on 
our side,” Beckenbauer said. 

A final between Italy and West 
Germany would be a replay of 
the 1982 championship match in 
Spain, which Italy won 3-1. 

Beckenbauer said that Salva- 
tore “Toto” Schillad, the rising 
star-striker of the Italian team, 
was a player “of world class, who 
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Beckenbauer noted that West 
Germany's offence has been im- 
pressive, with 12 goals in four 
matches, while defence was not 
as good as Italy. 

West Germany allowed four 
goals, or one in each World Cup 
match. Italy is the only World 
Cup team that has not conceded a 
goal. 

Beckenbauer said be consi- 
dered Italy a certain winner 
against Ireland in Saturday’s 
quarterfinal. 


the coccli explain-^. 

About Sunday's match agaios; 
Czechoslovakia, Beckenbauer 
said Karlheinz Riedle will substi- 
tute for Rudy Voeller if the veter- 
an striker is disqualified by the 
disciplinary commission. 

“We will have to be very pa- 
tient against the Czechoslovaks. 
You have seen what has hap- 
pened to Brazil, which pressed 
from the very beginning for an 
early goal. Argentina was patient 
and won.” Beckenbauer said. 


Baby-Sitter Needed 
Urgently 

Baby-sitter needed preferably a nurse. 

The baby is one month old. 

Please call this number 845-880. 


“JUST ARRIVED 9 * 

BABEL SUPERMARKET 

A large variety of Japanese food stuffs 
You are most welcome!! 

We will stay open during “AI Adha Feast" 
Opening hours: from 8:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. except 
Friday’s afternoon. 

Tel: 622408 Jabal Lweibdeh 


famished or Unfurnished Flats for Rent 


The flats are In a modem building consisting of three apartments. The 
first is three bedrooms, two bathrooms, spacious salons and kitchen. 
The second has two bedrooms, salon, bathroom and kitchen. 

All fiats have central heating and can be rented out with or without 
furniture. Rent to be paid annually. 

Location: Shmeisani - opposite the King Abdullah Gardens. 

Call tel: 666S04 Amman. 


SEVILLA TRAVEL & TOURS 
G.SA 

AIR INDIA AND SABENA 
TO OUR CUSTOMERS 

PLEASE NOTE OUR OFFICES HAD BEEN CLOSED BY 
THE AMMAN MUNICIPALITY DUE TO ITS REFUSAL 
TO GRANT US A LICENCE. 

FOR ANY BUSINESS PLEASE CALL OUR APPOINTED 

AGENT 

MESSERS AL-KAR1WEL TRAVEL & 

TOURISM TRADING CO. LTD. 

Address: Jabal Al-Hussein, Kheled Ben AI Walld, 
Street; Inahasi Building 
Tel: 888301 - 688302. 


AGENT REQUIRED 


To sell British made brake linings and American made fan 
belts, for old cars and trucks, at manufacturers’ price, ail 
over Middle Eastern markets. 

Prompt delivery. Good relationship In the car 
trade. 

Please contact MANUEL FERREIRA & FILHOS, 
LDA - R.DE SANTA CATA RINA, 294 - 4000 
PORTO - PORTUGAL. Telex 26851 MAFERF.P. 
Fax 351-2-382048. 




DAR AL TURATH EST. 
Folklore Btouse 


Sweileh - Wadi El-Seer Road - near A!-Basha Restaurant. 

Tel: 834512 

Embroidery specialists plus knitting and 
tailoring. 


Performances: 3:30, &Q0, 8:30 


CONCORD 


Tel: 67742) Cinema 


SENIORWEEK 


3-30,6:15,8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA 



CiMma NUOUM Tel: 675571 



HIRED 

:£ 

TO KILL 

Performances; 3:30, 6:15, 830, 10:30 
Friday & Sunday extra show at 11;00 a.u 



Tel: 699238 


Performances: 3:30, 6:15, 10:30 
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Ithuanian leader offers Soviets 
100-day freeze on independence 


VILNIUS, Soviet Union (Agencies) — Lithuanian 
President Yytautas Landsbergis proposed Friday a. 
100-day freeze on the republic's independence dec- 
laration — from the start of any future negotiations 
>fetth the Kremlin. 


In a move that seemed likely to 
break four months of deadlock 
with Moscow, Landsbergis told 
parliament die 100 days would 
' begin once negotiations got under 
way. 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev has insisted that Lithuania 
suspend its unilateral declaration 
before- talks could begin. 

Landsbergis said bis draft prop- 
osal would also suspend all legal 
action following from Che March 
11 declaration. 

Landsbergis had long opposed 
any suspension of the declaration 
of independence but said he bad 
changed his mind after talks with 
Gorbachev in Moscow this week. 

■ Asked why he had changed his 
mind, he said: “My reason is this. 
If adopted, it would not be an 


immediate moratorium but it 
would be a promise of a morator- 
ium under certain conditions. 

“We are making a step toward 
agreement. The next step should 
come from the Soviet ride.” 

The Landsbergis proposal 
would allow the parliament to 
curtail or prolong the moratorium 
at any time. 

Moscow slapped an economic 
blockade on Lithuania in an 
effort to force it to back down on 
its declaration, under mining the 
economy and putting more than 
40,000 people out of work. 

But signs of compromise had 
begun to surface in recent days, 
with a pair of sudden meetings 
between Lithuanian leaders and 
Gorbachev and a conciliatory 
telephone call by the Soviet lead- 


er to Lithuanian Prime Minister 
Karimiera Pnmskiene. 

Landsbergis’s proposal 
appeared to set the stage for a 
breakthrough in the parliament, 
deadlocked after two days. 

liberal deputy Algimantas 
Cekuofis said Landsbergis bad 
made a “grand gesture'’ to reas- 
sure Moscow and be predicted 
the proposal would pass: “l think 
it will be passed. Maybe not 
today, perhaps after discussion in 
commissions at die weekend.” 

As the legislature entered the 
parliament Friday morning for 
the second day of debate on the 
compromise, legislators ran a 
gauntlet of demonstrators pro- 
testing the proposed com- 
promise. 

“A moratorium is the death of 
independence,” read one poster. 

Lithuanian legislators say their 
constituents are pressing them to 
remain firm on independence, 
but their president and prime 
minister say a compromise with 
Moscow is necessary. * 


Legislators in the Baltic repub- 
lic debating the compromise 
Thursday bad questioned 
whether Gorbachev has the sta- 
bility and credibility to abide by 
its terms. 

Gorbachev might be chal- 
lenged as party leader at the 
national party congress scheduled 
to begin Monday in Moscow. He 
is almost certain to be criticised 
by both traditionalists and re- 
form-minded Communists, who 
alternatively oppose Ins reforms 
or believe they are far too slow. 

The Soviet Communist Party 
leadership was meeting Friday to 
^nalra final preparations for the 
national party congress. 

Landsbergis and Pnmskiene 
were expected to fly to Tallinn, 
Estonia, later Friday for the 
opening of an Estonian song fes- 
tival. 

They were expected. to meet 
the leaders of both Estonia and 
Latvia to discuss the status of 
their talks with the Kremlin. 


14 killed, 33 injured in Medellin blast 


MEDELLIN, Colombia (AP) — 
Fourteen people have been killed . 
in a car bomb blast which rocked the 
centre of Colombia's drag capital 
erf Medellin as the dry’s new 
police chief was being sworn in. 

- Thirty-three people were also 
Injured in the powerful explosion 
near a police station Thursday 
morning in the latest burst of 
violence sweeping Medellin, 
home to the world’s most power- 
ful cocaine cartel. 

The violence has claimed the 
lives of dose to 3,000 dvffians 
and more than 14S policemen this 
!f*W. 

; a ew pok* .^.uef, 

'wioiiti Jorge Ferrero 
Echeverry, was being sworn in 
police station as the car 


bomb went off. Victims killed 
induded a radio journalist and 
her three children. 

The car bombing was the 
second this month and follows 
one of the bloodiest weekends in 
the city’s history. More than 60 
people were gunned down, many 
by youths from poor neighbour- 
hoods hired by drug traffickers as 
paid assassins. 

Medellin Mayor Omar Florez 
Velez blames much of the vio- 
lence not only on drag traffickers 
but on the grinding poverty of the 
barrios. 

Left witisoe-: hopt they can 
change their destiny, many 
youths become hired killers and 
hold up as latter day folk heroes 


men such as drag king Pablo 
Escobar, target of a massive gov- 
ernment manhunt and himself 
from a poor Medellin neighbour- 
hood. 

“In Che popular neighbour- 
hoods of the dty live dose to a 
million people in the most ex- 
treme conditions of poverty and 
without access to jobs, education, 
health care and training,” Florez 
Velez was quoted as saying 
Thmsday-m Bogota's El Especta- 
dor newspaper. “From these con- 
ditions are bran hired assassins.” 

Florez Velez said earlier tins 
week be received a letter signed 
by 200 youths , believed to be 
hired killers who said they wanted 
to discuss bow they could return 
tc civilised society. 


oneral procession of Filipino rebel 
attacked; peace corps begin pullout 


MANILA (R) — Communist re- 
bels Friday vowed to avenge the 
military attack on the funeral of a 
fallen comrade. 

Also Friday, American Peace 
Corps staff began leaving the 
country because U.S. officials 
fear the rebels have targeted 
them for kidnappings or assas- 
sinations. 

On Friday, charges were filed 
against 21 people arrested Thurs- 
day after troops wearing masks 
and civilian clothes fired on the 
funeral procession for Benjamin 
Tabuena, 42, a member of a rebel 
assassination squad killed by 
police last week. Two mourners, 
including a pallbearer, were 
killed. 

• In a sUuemeni Friday, the Alex 
Bcncayao Brigade, the Manila 
branch of the rebel New People's 


Army, condemned the military 
for “utter disregard of the tradi- 
tional respect the Filipinos accord 
their dead.”i • 

“We warn those responsible 
that any escalation of violence 
will be dealt with accordingly,” 
the statement said. “The revolu- 
tionary justice the people de- 
mand will not go unheeded.” 

On Friday, police charged the 
21 with inciting to sedition. Three 
of them were identified as Alex 
Boncayao Brigade members and 
would free additional charges, 
police said. 

“They are openly displaying 
their flag and openly displaying 
their revolutionary intent which is 
against the law,” said Brig. Gen. 
Marino Filart, chief of the capital 
command. “This will stop other 
plans for further assassination.” 


Police Ll Col. George Ahno 
said die shooting erupted when 
mourners tried to throw grenades 
at police. But news photo- 
graphers and other witnesses said 
they saw no grenades. 

The witnesses said the masked 
gunmen were biding belling 
gravestones as the marchers 
approached the main gate of the 
city’s north cemetery carrying 
communist banners, placards and 
Tabuena’s coffin. 

About five gunmen then 
emerged, fired warnings shots 
and opened fire on two mourners 
who tried to flee. Mourners drop- 
ped Tabuena’s casket, which flew 
open. Tabuena was later buried 
by cemetery employees on orders 
from the military. 


Burma opposition seeks 
peaceful path to power 


■BANGKOK (R) — Burma’s 
opposition, still shunned by the 
army government it beat in last 
mon-.h’s elections and cut off 
frr:i: detained leaders, Friday 

C-*!J iis largest meeting since the 
polls vC search for a peaceful path 
power. 

But diplomats said the army. 
Burma's tough and sometimes 
brutal ruler since it crushed a 
nationwide uprising two years 
ago, was showing little sign of 
making concessions. 

Hundreds of opposition sup- 
porters have been tried since tiie 
May 27 election, the diplomats 
said. 

Opposition spokesman Kyi 
Maung said Friday his National 
League for Democracy (NLD), 
which won more than SO per cent 
of the seats contested, had re- 
ceived no response to its week- 
old call for talks. 

‘ He said the part}' was still 
barred from contact with Aung 
San Sun Kyi. the charismatic 
NLD secretary who has been held 
under bouse arrest since July 20 
last year. 

“We are completely cut off 
from her,” Kyi Maung told Reu- 
ters by telephone from his Ran- 
goon home. 

Kyi Maung, who is also the 
party’s acting chairman, said the 
3fLD’j 50-member Central Com- 
Wdtee was meeting to discuss 
ftiategy after its surprise election 
'factory. 

■\ He said that m any talks with 
the army the party planned to 
bring up the thorny issue of poli- 
tical prisoners a rvj try to persuade 
"the military to hand over power 
peacefully. 

“They are in the same package. 
When we start talking about all 
Njs there are no priorities. It’s all 

Sonant to us,” he said. 


Rangoon-based diplomats con- 
tacted by telephone said that 
since the election the army bad 
cracked down on thousands of 
political prisoners languishing in 
jails across the country. 

One report said 2G0 opposition 
sympathisers, held without trial 
in Rangoon's fnsein Jail, had 
been sentenced and transferred 
to prisons upcountry. Others 
have been put in solitary confine- 
ment after trying to get news of 
the election. 

Diplomats said both sides were 
awaiting the publication of the 
last result from the 485 consti- 
tuencies contested. 

The official election commis- 
sion, which earlier promised all 
results within three weeks of the 
election, has blamed the delay on 
poor weather and communica- 
tions. 

“Right now the onus is on the 
SLORC (State Law and Order 
Restoration Council! to respond 
to the NLD. But if they choose 
not to make a move, there may- 
well be pressure or. die oppositi- 
on to take its gloves off," one 
diplomat said. 

The army last week promised a 
dialogue with the election win- 
ners but has given no timetable or 
outline for' a transfer of power. 
Officials have given sometimes 
contradictory statements on 
whether the army will set condi- 
tions on transferring power. 

Kyi Maung, the quietly spoken 
former colonel and reluctant 
mainstay of the party since last 
year’s detention' of Aung San 
Suu Kyi and Chairman Fin Oo, 
said ihe army was not using de- 
laying tactics. 

But he added that he hoped for 
a direct response to his party’s 
request for talks. 

“We are expecting some form 
of reply to that,” be said. 


Hubble’s 
troubles 
caused by 
mirrors 

WASHINGTON (AP) — An 
error in the grinding and 
polishing of the main mirrors 
aboard the Hubble space tele- 
scope has been pinpointed as the 
cause of a focus flaw that crippled 
the $1.5 bSIioa orbiting observa- 
tory. 

An official of Hughes Danbury 
Optical Co., which manufactured 
tiro mirrors, said Thursday night 
that experiments with signals 
from the Hobble have confirmed 
that a mistake was made in the 
tedious three-year process of 
making the primary and secon- 
dary Hubble mirrors. 

“With fairly high certainty, we 
have concluded that... the shape 
of one of the mirrors is not 
correct,” said Terence Facey, a 
Hughes Danbury engineer. 

He said it w&s not known which 
mirror is flawed, but that may be 
discovered by searching the Con- 
necticut company’s records of 
tests conducted during the 
months of grinding and polishing 
required to tnxn spherical glass 
blanks into the telescope mirrors. 

The National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) 
has- said the telescope cost :S1.5> 
bfflkm, plus $600 nuflion for op- 
erations and maintenance. 
Hughes Danbury Optical, then a 
division of Perkin-Etaier, built 
the Hubble telescope assembly 
under a $450 million contract. 

The mirrors were tested to 
i some extant before the telescope 
I was launched. But Hubble depu- 
ty project manager Jean Olivier 
said the mirrors were never tested 
as a comb in ation beca u s e that 
would have cost “hundreds of 
mflfions of dollars.” 


78 U.S. 
generals, 
admirals 
to retire 

WASHINGTON (AP) — De- 
fence Secretary Dick Cheney has 
decided there will be fewer stars 
in the U.S. military firmament 
and wfll cot 78 generals and admir- 
als over the next four years, it was 
ann o un ced Thursday. 

The move is part of an effort 


cut bade the military, both to save 
money and to adjust to lessened 
East-West tensions. Defence De- 
partment spokesman Pete Wil- 
liams said. 

Currently, thee are 1/173 such 
positions in the' U.S. military — 
407 generals in the army, 338 in 
the air force, 70 in the Marine 
corps and 258 flag officers in the 
navy. 

The cut will bring the new level 
to 995 such slots by 1995. 

The reduction amounts to ab- 
out a 7 per cent cut in the number 
of general and flag officer posi- 
tions, a for cry from the modi 
larger cuts in store for ordinary 
soldiers. Army officials have pre- 
dicted they may eliminate one 
fourth of their rank-and-file sol- 
diers river the next five years. 

At the end of April, there were 
2 million men and women oo 
active duty in the U.S. Armed 
Forces. 

Gen. Colin Powell, chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and 
the highest ranking U.S. profes- 
sional soldier, said Cheney's cuts 
have the support of the chiefs of 
the army, navy, air force and 
Marine corps. 

“The joint chiefs and I believe 
this plan reflects ac, appropriate 
balance between continuing re- 
quirements and changing force 
structure,” Powell said. “In light 
of anticipated force structure 
changes, we recognise the ne- 
cessity for genera] and flag officer 
requirements and inventory to 
drop below current levels.” 

Williams said Oeney and 
Powell wanted to emphasise that 
it was a ppr o priate to begin force 
level reductions “at the top” and 
among all the services. 

The cut means the elimination 
of 33 generals from the army, 27 
from the air force and three from 
the Marine corps. Fifteen admir- 
als will be eliminated from the 
navy. 

The spokesman said an attempt 
would be made to reduce the 
numbers through retirement and 
attrition, but additional steps — 
such as forcing some generals to 
leave their jobs — may have to be 
taken. 


14 bodies of 
policemen 
found in 
Sri Lanka 

COLOMBO (R) — Fourteen de- 


composed bodies of Sri lamkaa. 

. — .LJ l.X I .L'i 


policemen abdoefed— and- shot 
dead by Tamil separatists have 
been found in a pit, security 
sources said Friday. 

They said the battle for control 
of a major army base in the Tamil 
stronghold of Jaffna in the north 
continued after the rebels re- 
sumed attacks on Thursday mgbL 
■ Tbe sources said the fire-power 
of the Li beratio n Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), who launched a 


series of attacks on security forces 
establishments on June 11, 
appeared to be dwindling. 

Hie Tigers, fighting to set up 
an independent state for tire 
minority Tamil community, 
attacked more than 10 army 
camps and overran 30 police sta- 
tions in the first wave of assaults, 
using machine guns, mortar 
bombs and rocket-propelled gre- 
nades. 

They abducted 800 policemen 
and seized guns and ammunition 
from the police stations, the 
sources say. 

Military sources said tbe bodies 
found Thursday were those of 
policemen abducted from Up- 
paveh and Madathady police sta- 
tions in the eastern Trincomalee 
district on Jane 13. 

The men had been shot hr the 
bead and boned in a pit at a 
village called Alles Garden near 
die dty of Trincomalee. 

The sources sad tbe fate of the 
other abducted policemen was 
not known, but they are also 
presumed to have been shot 
dead. 

Tbe Tigers, holed np in bonk- 
ers around a major army base in 
Jaffna town, came under attack 
again from midnight Thursday. 

The c am p, situated in a fort 
built 350 years ago by Dutch 
colonists, has been under siege 
for the past 18 days. 

Tbe sources said 225 soldiers 
and policemen pinned down in- 
side the fort, some weak and 
wounded, returned the fire. 

They said attempts to evacuate 
16 wounded security men in the 
fort had been prevented by rebel 
firing. Air force helicopters had 
succeeded in dropping some food 
parcels into the fort in the past 
three days amid tbe rebel fire. 

Tbe air force carried out a 
series of bombing raids earlier 
this week on Tiger positions in 
buildings around the fort from 
wUch they directed attacks on 
the base. 


U.S., Soviet historians 
agree cold war is over 


MOSCOW (AP) — Soviet offi- 
cials are promoting legislation to 
declassify Staiin-era documents 
to allow historians to study the. 
ori&fris of the cold war, visiting 
U:S. scholars said Thursday. 

Tbe scholars were attending 
the first of two seminars of U-S. 
and Soviet historians examing 
why the United States and the 
Soviet Union embarked on 45 
years of hostility following World 
War H. , 

Both the Soviet and American 
historians agreed that the cold 
war was over, or at least obsolete, 
the U.S. historians said at a news 
briefing. 

Hie U.S. participants included 
historian Arthur Schlesinger; 
Richard Pipes, a senior national 
security adviser to former U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan; and 
Wait Rostow, an economist. 

Schlesinger said that Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
told tbe visiting Americans at a 
meeting Thursday that legislation 
to declassify post-war documents 
has been introduced in the Sup- 
reme Soviet legislature and has 
tbe full support of the Soviet 
leadership. 

“We were assured that the law 
will go through,” Schlesinger 
said. “We were told they wifi be 
declassified in tbe not-to-distant 
future.” 

Alexander Chubary an, a mem- 
ber of the Soviet Institute of 
World History, agreed that there 
was a problem in releasing docu- 
ments. 

“The Soviet side is lagging be- 
hind in tbe sense of uang archival 
documents,” he said. But, he 
said, ‘The seminar has shown that 
we have made progress and -we 
were able to introduce several 
new documents for discussion.' 5 


Rostow warned that just get- 
ting access to post-war documents 
was not enongh to fully under- 
stand tiie cold war. “Don’t kid 
yourself that all history is in 
documents,” be said. “We are 
not naive enough to believe that 
if you collect enough documents, 
you will know everything.” 

Pipes said one of the Soviet 
historians told him that be gained 
access to the minutes of a meeting 
chaired by Stalin. “There was 
nothing in it, it was blank,'’ he 
quoted the Soviet scholar as 
saying. 

Following three days of talks, 
-both sides agreed that tbe cold 
war was basically over. 

“The cold war, in the form that 
we knew and loved for 45 years, 
is finished,” Schlesinger said. 
But, he said, there were residual 
effects. “Some wheels are still 
spinning.” 

Pipes said one of tbe causes of 
the cold war was the “demonisa- 
tion” of the two countries. “They 
thought capitalism was a demon, 
we' thought communism was a~ 
demon. We demonised each 
other.” 

The historians said they discus- 
sed whether the cold war could 
have been avoided and what role 
national leaders, such as Stalin 
and U.S. President Harry Tru- 
man, played in creating super- 
power hostility. 

The seminar symbolises move- 
ment from confrontation to coop- 
eration, said Allen Weinstein, a 
member of tbe U.S. Institute of 
Peace, a co-sponsor of the confer- 
ence along tire Soviet Research 
Coordination Centre. 

The second seminar was sche- 
duled to be held in Washington at 
toe end of July. 


Tension rises between 
ANC and black rivals 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Nel- 
son Mandela's African National 
Congress (ANC) and rival South 
African groups are fighting an 
increasingly bitter propaganda 
war for black loyalties, raising 
fears of renewed township vio- 
lence. 

The ANC, the main anti-apar- 
theid . movement, this week ex- 
changed verbal missiles with riv- 
als jockeying for position ahead 
of political negotiations with the 
white minority government. 

The rivals include toe radical 
Pan Africanist Congress (PAC), 
which has been involved in wide- 


spread armed dashes with toe 
ANC in recent weeks, and the 1.7 
million-strong Zulu Inkarba 
Movement, fighting a three-year- 
old conflict into Mandela’s fol- 
lowers in toe Indian Ocean' pro? 
vince of Natal. 

Tbe ANC also faces opposition 
from former members who went 
on televirion Thursday night to 
accuse it of torture. 

Law and Order Minister 
Adriaan Vlok called for restraint 
and warned muons that Pretoria 
would use -strong measures to 
thwart attempts to destabilise toe ' 
political situation- 


50,000 cheer Mandela in Detroit 


DETROIT, Michigan (R)— Nel- 
son Mandela, in a day of tribute 
to tbe American labour move- 
ment which has long backed his 
fight for racial equality, has 
promised a cheering crowd that 
apartheid is doomed. 

“For how long must our com- 
mon dignity be trampled on? We 
declare — not for long,” Mandela 
said in Detroit, tbe heart of blue- 
collar America. 

“We are going to free South 
Africa... we don't want apartheid 
to survive even one more day... 

“We can say with confidence 
victory is in sight,” toe 71 -year- 
old deputy president of toe Afri- 
can National Congress told nearly 
50,000 people who rocked Tiger 
baseball stadium with gospel 
songs, c hant s and toanderom ap- 


Thc reception was in 
contrast to Iris morning visit to 
Miami, Florida, where city 
fathers kept their dh t au ce follow- 
ing protests from Cuban- Amer- 
icans objecting to Mandela’s ex- 
pressions of support for President 
Fidel Castro. But hostile demon- 
strators numbered no more than 


200 . 

In Detroit, three television sta- 
tions broadcast his every move, 
old men wept during his stadium 
speech and parents in toe city’s 
large black community held him 
up as an example to their chil- 
dren. 

Responding in kind, Mandela 
told the stadium crowd ; “From 
this rostrum let me say I respect 
you. I admire you and above all, I 
love you.” 

Mandela frequently paid tri- 
bute to America’s working men 
and women in this union stron- 
ghold. 

“Your solidarity has given us 
enormous strength and courage. .. 
right now I wish I could climb, 
down toe stage and join yon in 
the stands and embrace yon one 
and ail,” be said. 

Both in Miami on Thursday 
morning and in Detroit in toe 
afternoon — the fifth and sixth 
stops on his eight-city U.S. tour 
— it was a day of thanks to 
organised labour from Mandela. 

In Miami he spoke to a nation- 
al convention of a government 
workers union, (UAW), the 


American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Em- 
ployees, and in Detroit he was 
cheered in a Ford assembly {riant 
when he said : “It is yon who 
have made the United States of 
America toe superpower, the 
leader of the West.” 

The powerful united auto 
workers union told Mandela it 
would continue to back his goals 
as it has for nearly two decades. 

UAW President Owen Bieber 
called South Africa’s current ra- 
cial separation policies “a fun- 
damental challenge to our princi- 
ples and our beliefs.” 

Mandela told the baseball star- 
dium crowd in Detroit that he 
was cheered during his 27 years in 
prison by toe songs which origin- 
ated from Detroit when stars like 
Stevie Wonder, Aretha Franklin 
and Marvin Gaye recorded here. 

He quoted one of Gaye’s 
songs : 

“Brother, brother, there are 
far too many of you dying. 
Mother, mother, there are feu too 
many of you crying.” 

Those words, he said, stiQ re- 
flect the South African condition. 


Japanese prince weds in sombre ceremony 


TOKYO (R) — No bells pealed, 
no one threw rice, no one 
laughed or even cried as Japan's 
Prince Aya, Emperor Akihito's 
younger son. married his com- 
moner sweetheart, Kiko 
Kawashima. Friday in a sombre, 
10-minute wedding rite. 

The only sound within the high 
walls of Tokyo’s austere imperial 
palace was that of birds singing as 
the pan exchanged vows accord- 
ing to the rites of Shinto, Japan’s 
2,000- year-old indigenous reli- 
gion- 

Despite toe starkness of the 
formal ceremonies, toe marriage 
has raised hopes here that a new 
era of openness, accessibility and 
worldlmcss is dawning within tbe 
secretive, tradition-bound 
Japanese court. 

Aya. 24. broke tradition by 
marrying college girlfriend K-fco, 
23. instead of another royal, and 
by tying the knot before his elder 
brother. Crown Prince Naruhito, 
wed. 

For .a Japanese prince, Aya is 
unconventional. Sporting Iongish 


hair and a droopy moustache, he 
is sometimes seen wearing a gold 
chain around his neck or a 
bracelet. 

His engagement ring from’ 
Kiko. replicas of which have been 
selling like hot cakes as unofficial 
wedding souvenirs, is in the form 
of two entwined catfish, toe spe- 
cies the zoologist prince has made 
his life work. 

Now that be is married, Aya 
will have to trade in his bright 
yellow Volkswagen “beetle” for a 
more serious state car. But, 
spared toe weight of responsibil- 
ity his elder brother bears as heir 
to toe Chrysanthemum Throne, 
he is expected to keep as for as 
possible to his quirky, freewheel- 
ing lifestyle. 

Kiko, daughter of a professor 
md herself n graduate student m 
psvcholoyy, is well-travelled anti 
a linguist. Educated in Phi- 
ladelphia and Vienna, where her 
family lived before she entered 
high school, she speaks English. 
German and Chinese. 

For her wedding, she swapped 


her usually chic, modern look for 
thousand-year-old fashions, don- 
ning the elaborate. 12-layered 
silk kimono of ladies of toe court. 

After pledging “eternal love 
before toe goddess of tbe sun.” 
Aya and his bride sealed their 
vows in the Shinto ceremony by 
sipping sake (rice wine) from 
sacred nuptial cups. That made 
the marriage official. 

Then Aya and Kiko, newly 
raised to foe rank of princess, 
visited the emperor and emp r es s , 
who were barred from toe wed- 
ding ceremony by court protocol, 
watching it instead on television. 

The four celebrated their fami- 
ly ties by exchanging drinks of a 
liquor made from stewed black 
beans and sake, and then by 
:yinbolicRlly touching, but not 
eating, some rice and other tradi- 
tional foods with their chopsticks. 

Once settled into his new life, 
Aya can expect to be kept busy 
heading various organisations, in- 
cluding the Japan chapter of toe 
World Wildlife Fund for Nature. 


Kiko has said she would like to 
continue her graduate studies in 
social psychology, although 
whether she will be allowed to 
have a career is yet unknown. 

■_ The couple’s financial future is 
in any case assured. They will 
receive an annual stipend of. 
40,650.000 yen (5270,000) from 
the imperial household budget, 
allocated from public funds. 

“I think this will blow a fresh 
breeze through the imperial: 
palace,” Prime Minister Toshiki 
Kaifo told reporters after attend- 
ing the palace ceremonies. 

Kaifu and Finance Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto, still looking 
weary after marathon trade taiir., 
with U.S. negotiators that con- 
cluded late Thursday, led a list of 
wedding guests, including the 
only foreign guest. Thai Princess 
Maba Chakri Sirindhom. 

Crown Prince Naruhito, still a 
bachelor at 30, smiled serenely as 
he led toe imperial co nting ent to 
their seats for the wedding. He 
has repeatedly said that be wilt 
take his time in choosing a bride. 



Charles breaks 
arm in polo match 

CIRENCESTER, England (AP) 

— Prince Charles broke his arm 
Thursday when be fell from jus 
horse at a polo match, police 
said. The 41 -year-old prince 
underwent a 45 -minute operation 
under general anesthetic' to set 
two breaks above the elbow of ins 
right arm, his spokesman Dickie. 
Arbiter said. Charles was spend- 
ing the night in the hospitaL The 
accident occurred during a match 
at Cirencester Park, Gloucester- 
shire, 10 kilometres from High- 
grove, tbe country borne of 
Charles and his wife, Diana, 110 
kilometres west of London.The 
princess was in London and do-. 
tided to cany out a private eo-* 
gagement at the opera Thursday 
evening, but said she was leaving 
immediately afterward for 
Gloucestershire. Charles’ 
mother. Queen Elizabeth H, was 
informed in rp n «4a where sheis 
visiting. Charles was playing for 
hk team, Windsor Park, when be 
fel l from bis horse 30 minutes into 
play. “The prince was in flier 
process of making, a shot when he 
lost his balance,” said Arbiter. 

New Zealand woman 
becomes bishop 

WELLINGTON (R> — Peimy 
Jamieson became toe world's first 
Anglican woman diocesan bishop 
Friday in a ceremony boycotted 
by a Maori prelate. Whakahuflnri 
Vercoe, Anglican bishop -of 
Aotearoa, said New Zealand’s 
native Maori people were not 
-culturally ready for a woman 
bishop. JauuesOn became bishop 
of Dunedin, the country’s south- 
ernmost diocese. “The Maori, 
stance at the moment is that 
women have a leading role.' in 
every facet and because toe Pake- 
ha (European) institution elects a 
Pakeha woman to an office 
doesn’t mean it’s quite all right 
for Maoris to follow in tow,” 
Vercoe said. Maori women are 
prohibited from speaking at some 
Maraes (Maori meeting places) 
and their rights at formal occa- 
siousjiave traditionally been res- 
tricted^. 

Man climbs 
world’s longest 
staircase 

TORONTO (R) — Ashrita Fur- 
man climbed die world’s longest 
staircase on a pogo stick Tuesday: 
The health food store manager 
hopped up 1,760 stairs of toe - 
worid’s tallest free-standing struc- 
ture, Toronto's CN Tower, in less 
than hour. Furman, 35, wants an 
entry in the Guinness Book, of 
World Records as toe man. with 
the most world records. He has 
walked over 48 kilometres with a 
full bottle of milk on his head, 
climbed a third of Japan’s Mount 
Fuji with a pogo stick and pogo- 
sticked under water in Brazil's 
Amazon River. “I want to be the 
first to pogo stick on toe moon,” 
he said. Furman now plans, to 
regain his 1987 yodelling record 
by yodelling for 36 hours in a hot 
air balloon over Ottawa, Ontario. 

A spokeswoman for the Guinness 
Book of World Records said Fur- 
man must fill out an application 
before Guinness considers tbe - 
pogo climb official. 

Music festival 
opens in Japan 

SAPPORO, Japan (AP) — A 
fanfare by British brass and the 
crash of Korean cymbals has 
opened the Pacific Music Festiv- 
al, symbolising sponsors’ hopes of 
creating an annual bridge be- 
tween Eastern and Western 
music al traditions. Nearly 700 
mri rioan s from 23 countries, in- 
cluding conductors Leonard 
Bernstein and Michael TQson 
Thomas, will rehearse and study 
together in Sapporo and perform 
*bout 50 concerts in Sapporo, . 
Tokyo and Yokohama during the 
three-week festival, ending Jnly 
14. It is the first intern ational 
music instruction and perform- 
ance festival ever held in Japan, . 
organisers said. Many concerts 
iriU feature the London Sym- 
phony Orchestra, where Bem- 
stem serves as president and'Tho- 

mas _as principal conductor. The 
L°™n Symphony also will play 
V* na °f 10 concerts in Tokyo, 

^ Osafc, Jnly 

to oa ^. c 2 ncert5 ^ teaam 

Japan Philharmonic Orcbes- 
ff:, Sapporo Symphony 
y rcbestra r and soloists such- as 
Japanese vio loxist-. Midori Goto, T 
American baritone Thomas V 

£2". baritone Dmitri O 
Hvorostovsky and. Japanese sob- : 
™no Shinobu Sato . Also per- ~ 

nnaaass mvrted from 23 Pacific s 
nm countries. ■ . • r^TT- A 
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